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Our Heritage Day celebration in September 

 

As 2019 draws to a close we are once again humbled by the multitude of blessings our Preschool 

community has received through God’s Grace! We are grateful for continued growth in our two 

main mission areas of teacher training and of providing quality faith based education to the 

children in our preschool. 

 

With over 30 children and 3 full classes this year, our school was filled to capacity. As we went 

about our daily programme developing the children’s spiritual, social, cognitive and physical skills 

we are grateful for every member of staff who loves our children as their own. 

 

 



Everyone to whom much was given, of him much will be required, and from him to whom they entrusted much, they will demand more. Luke 12:48b 

 

Teacher Training Update 

We are very excited that our first two teachers, who in collaboration with their congregations 

back home, will be starting their own preschools at the beginning of 2020. They will have trained 

with us for 5 years. 

 

Trinah Simakoloyi, who completes her 3 year ECD Diploma with Lyceum at the end of this year, will 

return home to Zambia to open a Preschool together with Benjamin Kaumba a former LTS 

Seminarian. 

 

Tshireletso Lonyatso will also head back home to Botswana to open her own Preschool with the 

support of family members. We wish both Trinah and Tshireletso God’s blessings on their return 

home and on their new beginnings. 

 

Nokulunga Mntambo will also complete her 3 year ECD Diploma with Lyceum at the end of this 

year and will continue to teach our 4-5 year old class at the Preschool next year. 

 

Portia Kabini will be starting her 3rd year at Lyceum next year and she will teach our 3-4 year old 

class in the upcoming year. 

 

Hope Kachocho is busy with her studies through Eduexperts and at the end of next year she will 

also head back to Zambia to assist Trinah. 

 

Florence Shukuru our assistant teacher, the wife of student Pierre Shukuru is also doing certificate 

courses throughout the year for further development. 

 

Hellen Mbonani, the mother of Vincent and Welcome, Emily’s grandchildren, is also an assistant 

teacher currently doing certificate 

courses. 

 

Most of our staff are doing fulltime 

internships and studying at the 

same time in order to gain 

valuable on-the-job training and 

mentoring to complement their 

theoretical studies. We are very 

grateful to our donors who make it 

possible for these ladies to acquire 

a qualification.  

 

 

Extra-curricular Lessons: Music, Soccer and Occupational Therapy 

We are also very blessed with the teachers who come to our school from outside on a weekly 

basis to develop and teach our children. We are so very grateful to these people who are giving 

of their time to help our children grow and develop and to our donors who assist in making these 

activities possible. 

 

Liza, a Masters student from the University of Pretoria does music appreciation with our children 

which they thoroughly enjoy. 
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Baza is our soccer coach who coaches our older children twice a week. The sessions help 

develop the children’s’ gross motor skills in a fun and challenging way. 

 

Jacoline is an occupational therapist who does group work with our children once a week as the 

parents cannot afford the therapy rates. 

 

2019 Highlights 

In the first term our three Diploma teachers did their annual practical teaching at Arcadia Primary 

School and we in turn hosted several UP students who taught lessons for the practical component 

of their degree. Our annual Parents’ Meeting was well-attended and we had a book sale to 

encourage the parents to read to their children. In March, we welcomed the birth of our assistant 

Florence’s baby Ephraim and praise God for welcoming him into His Kingdom. After the winter 

break, we received a wonderful donation of Bibles and Bible story books from a sister church in 

the USA which the children and teachers are thoroughly enjoying. Other friends of the preschool 

in the USA made book bags for the children which they love. In August, our oldest children 

attended their first soccer tournament at the invitation of our coach and had a wonderful time 

playing in an indoor sports hall. Shortly afterwards, we received an amazing donation of artificial 

grass matting for our soccer field which makes for a lovely new and clean surface for our soccer 

sessions and other ball activities. In spring, the farm visited us during our farm themed week and 

the children were thrilled to see and pet all the animals. The highlight of the visit was the pony ride 

which they loved. Following the visit, our own chickens started brooding and four chicks hatched, 

much to the children’s amazement. Our Heritage Day celebrations in September were a vibrant 

and colourful affair and we are so thankful for our amazing African diversity and our unity in Christ! 

 

 

Ventersdorp Preschool  

Our school in Ventersdorp is also going from strength to strength. It remains a challenge as there is 

very little funding available for the school and the teachers are still working for a minimal salary. 

We are encouraged that the registration process is coming along slowly but surely and once that 

is completed the teacher salaries will also improve. We are delighted that 2 of the teachers have 
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been registered for the Government ECD training programme in Ventersdorp, which means that 

they will be able to qualify as ECD teachers, free of charge. For this we are extremely grateful. 

 

We thank our Heavenly Father for the abundant blessings which he continues to bestow on all of 

us and in closing we would like to share our Bible verse from Proverbs 22:6 

 

Train a child in the way he should go, and when he is old he will not turn from it. 

  

   

 


