
 

FEBRUARY 2021 NEWSLETTER 
Dear Friends, read more on the start of the 2021 academic year. 

 

At the beginning of every academic year, LTS students and staff normally pose for a group photo. 
This year, no official group photo has been taken yet. The picture above is a socially distanced 
class photo, taken on February 12, 2021. This year, the LTS chapel is used as classroom, as the 
other classrooms are not big enough to allow for Covid-19 social distancing guidelines. As we are 
spending a large amount of time in the chapel at the beginning of the year, below is the rector’s 
message on the importance of spending time in church. 

During the current Covid-19 pandemic, many of us suffered as churches were closed, and in 
person gatherings were prohibited. We missed going to church on the Lord’s day. Many longed 
for fellowship with our Christian brothers and sisters. We suffered because we were unable to 
have our faith strengthened through the forgiveness of sins we receive through the true body 
and blood of our Lord Jesus Christ in His supper. 
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Others apparently did not mind not going to church. On my Facebook feed I often saw people 
arguing that going to church is not that important. That church is not a building, but that we are 
the church. That we can have an individual relationship with God and do not need the church 
organization. 

Mark 1:29-39 provides an interesting perspective on this matter. Here we have an example of 
Jesus going to “church” on the Sabbath. This happened in the town of Capernaum. “On the 
Sabbath Jesus entered the synagogue and was teaching” (Mark 1:29). Jesus regularly attended 
the local public worship service of the Jews in the synagogue. The Gospels report on numerous 
instances of Jesus entering and preaching in the synagogues and in the temple in Jerusalem. The 
book of Acts shows us that the disciples of Jesus continued visiting the temple and the syna-
gogues. 

Apart from Jesus preaching in the public worship service, he also spent time with his Father in 
private. Mark 1:35 reports, “And rising very early in the morning, while it was still dark, he de-

parted and went out to a desolate place, and there he prayed”. 

We see that Jesus went to the synagogue and prayed in private. Both of these aspects also 
belong to our spiritual lives. We hear and learn God’s word together, and we also spent time 
with God on our own. Both public and private worship is part of our Christian life, our Christian 
journey towards heaven. 

Therefore, at LTS, students and lecturers are encouraged to do both. To attend the divine ser-
vices on Sundays, and to spend private quiet time with God. To support students and staff in 
their spiritual lives, morning and evening devotions as well as Matins are held daily at LTS 
during the academic semester. At the same time, private quiet time in scripture and prayer 
should not be neglected. 

It is also interesting to note is that people came 
to Jesus to receive help and healing. Mark 1:29-
39 reports how Jesus healed the mother-in-law 
of his disciple Peter, and many others that were 
sick with various diseases. Jesus furthermore 
drove out demons. People came to hear him 
preach. 

And still today, this is what happens in the divine 
service. Jesus comes to bring us help and healing 
too when his word is preached to us, when he 
forgives us our sins, when he brings us the gift of eternal life. In the divine service, Jesus helps 
and heals us too. But this is not a Sunday relationship only. May God make us aware again of 
the great gifts he is bestowing on us in the divine service. To grow in our relationship with Jesus, 
we also spent time with him daily in private. We pray to our Father, just as Jesus did.  

Lastly, note that Mark informs us in the first chapter of his Gospel how “the whole city was gath-
ered together” (v.33) in the presence of Jesus. The whole city, all the people of Capernaum came 
to see and hear Jesus. And in the last chapter of Mark’s Gospel, we hear that it is the will of the 
Lord Jesus that that not only all the people of one city will come to him, but all people in the 
world. In the last chapter of Mark, Jesus tells his disciples, “Go into all the world and proclaim the 
gospel to the whole creation” (Mark 16:15). 

It is the mission of the LTS to train men who will multiply the Gospel of our Lord and Saviour 
Jesus Christ into the world. May the daily devotions, the divine services and their private time 
with the Lord, help prepare them to follow their calling. 

In Christ,  
Rector Heinz Hiestermann 
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LTS COVID-19 NEWS, CHALLENGES AND CHANGES:  

Here’s an update of how Covid-19 has affected everyday life at the Lutheran Theolog-
ical Seminary in Tshwane (LTS). 

• On February 1, 2021, the new academic year had started. This year, all the LTS 
students are first-year students. Because of Covid-19 restrictions in 2020, only 
final year students could complete the academic year. The 2020 first-year stu-
dents had to restart their studies this year. 

• Sixteen students have enrolled up to now. We are waiting for possibly two more 
to arrive. They are from the Democratic Republic of Congo (DRC). Of the sixteen 
students, ten are South African, four are from Ethiopia, and one each is from the 
DRC and Malawi. 

• Strict Covid-19 protocols are adhered to on the LTS 
campus. Mr. Gustav Paul, the LTS operation manager, 
screens students and staff every morning before class 
(picture right). Masks are to be worn in all public 
spaces according to government regulations. Even 
lecturers are wearing masks while teaching (picture 
below: Rev. Nkambule teaching). Hand sanitizer and 
masks have been provided to all students and staff. 
Please pray that everyone will stay healthy. 

 

• Cancelled Inten-
sives: The first intensive 
course of 2021 sched-
uled for March 1-13 regrettably had to be can-
celled. Prof. John Pless and Rev. Timothy Mech are 
not able to travel from the USA to South Africa due 
to travel restrictions. The intensive courses are al-
ways a highlight for students and guests as they 
learn from our experienced guest lecturers.  

• Most of the LTS textbooks for 2021 have been 
sponsored by the LCMS OIM Nairobi Office in 
Kenya. We thank them for their generous support, 
and Rev. Shauen Trump and Deaconess Shara Osiro 
for sourcing the books for us. Below are some stu-

dents with the textbooks they have received. We also have received book dona-
tions for the library from various donors. Thank you. 

• We at LTS are grateful for all our sponsors and supporters, who each in their own 
way contribute to the functioning and existence of the seminary. Thank you for 
your generosity, and may God continue blessing the work done at LTS!  
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INTRODUCING THE LTS STUDENTS 

In each of our four newsletters of 2021, we 
will be introducing some of the LTS students 
to you. By the end of the year, all of them 
should have been presented to you. 

 

My name is Bienfait Safari-Romeo. I 
come from the Democratic Republic of 
Congo. I was born in Uvira and grew up 
there, but I lost my parents when I was 
teenager. I then was brought up in the 
convent where I had stayed for several 
years. I attended Catholic high schools 
before going to postulate-minor semi-
nary and university. And I attended my 
home congregation which is part of 
CELCE (Evangelical Lutheran Church in 
East Congo). I'm single!  

What a joy it's to say that sharing Christ 
around the world, I'm called to be a 
servant of His word, and announce the 
grace of God unto all; this is my vocation 
and zeal. It's my duty to in future teach 
others the word of God and preach the 
Gospel around the world. So as to bring 
all into the one who died on the cross for 
our sins. 

 

After being fully trained in Lutheran The-
ological Seminary in Tshwane, my vision 
for the future is to serve as a Pastor. I 
will be happy to serve Christ and His 
church wherever I'm called, particularly 
in a congregational setting.  

Finally, what might be most surprising 
about life here at the seminary is how 

much time the students spend together 
both outside of worship and inside the 
classroom. Students and faculty have 
many opportunities to interact, such as 
teatime, lunch and so on. This is probably 
where some of the most important learn-
ing happens. I am thankful for all dona-
tions which come from all over the world 
and remain grateful indeed. So, I salute 
you all in the name of our Lord Jesus 
Christ. In God we trust! 

_______________________________ 

 

My name is Derese Yohannes Heramo. 
I come from Ethiopia. From the many 
reason I am studying theology let me try 
to mention some of them: 

  - to gain better knowledge about the      
Word of God and to tell the World who 
God is and what he has done for them. 

 - to gain a better understanding of who 
God is and his role in our lives.  

- to deepen and expand my understand-
ing about living according to the word of 
God. 

“For if I preach the gospel, that gives me 
no ground for boasting. For necessity is 
laid upon me. Woe to me if I do not 
preach the gospel!” 1Cor 9:16 (RSV)   

 
After gaining knowledge about word of 
God it is my daily duty to preach it to 
those who is not yet received the word 
of life. 
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_______________________________ 

 

I would like to take the opportunity of 

introducing myself as a new student. My 

name is Sicelomusa Julias Khumalo 

from KwaZulu Natal. I joined the semi-

nary because I want to develop the abil-

ity to preach and be competent in the 

context of ministry. I want to understand 

how to interpret scripture.  

Student Khumalo is a member of the Lu-

theran Church of Southern Africa. 

 

 

_______________________________ 

 

 

 

I am Frans Nkwane Kgaswane, age of 

31 years. I'm Setswana Speaking, born 

from a family of 10. 

I am baptized and confirmed in Lutheran 

Church. I started my primary and high 

school in my village called Vrede 2 in 

Batlokwa Ba Bogatsu Traditional 

Council. 

I'm the member of Evangelical Lutheran 

church in southern Africa (ELCSA) western 

diocese, Madikwe circuit, Philadelphia 

parish. 

I was encouraged by my Parish Pastor 

Rev KM Manne to study Theology after 

seeing my potential. 

I'm here to study Theology and being a 

Lutheran Pastor . 
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In this the first LTS Newsletter of 2021 we are intro-

ducing a new feature: A look at the current lives and 

vocations of LTS graduates. 

We’re starting off with one of LTS’ own lecturers, Rev. 

Mbongeni John Nkambule, who also serves as semi-

nary registrar.  

Rev. Nkamule writes: I came to the Lutheran Theolog-

ical Seminary – Enhlahleni in February 1999. When 

the seminary moved to Pretoria at the end of 2000, 

I continued with my studies there.  

After graduation in 2003, I was sent to do vicarage 

at Tembisa parish in Gauteng. Through the support 

of the seminary, while serving the church, I could fur-

ther my studies at the University of Pretoria until I 

obtained a Masters of Art Degree. Presently I am 

busy with PhD proposal in Concordia Theological 

Seminary – Fort Wayne. I really appreciate what 

the LTS did for me as I am coming from a poor family 

who could not pay for my studies. 

  

Rev. Nkambule preaching during Matins 

I served as a parish pastor for fourteen years. In 

those fourteen years, I served Zulu speaking congre-

gations for three years and Tswana speaking con-

gregations for eleven years. I have been serving at 

the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane (LTS) 

for nine years now. LTS is a good place for those 

who want to be Lutheran pastors. It has good and 

professional lectures who are dedicated to their call-

ing. LTS gives good training for pastors.   

The LTS has trained many African Lutheran church 

leaders already.  Some of our former students are 

Bishops, lecturers, missionaries etc. Please consider 

supporting us as we continue to train more Lutheran 

pastors.  

If you are an LTS alumni and want us to report on your 

work in the LTS newsletter, please write an email to 

heinzah@live.de

 

 

LTS 
ALUMNI 
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OTHER LTS NEWS 

• Visit by CLCSA 

Bishop Mandla Khumalo (second from right) and Pastor Mahlangu (standing left) visited the LTS on 
Monday 8 February. They are from the St. Peters Confessional Lutheran Church in South Africa 
(CLCSA). They have good plans of supporting the seminary. This year, they have two students in the 
seminary, Given Masemola and Vuyisile Nkambule. May God through his grace make our plans suc-
cessfully. 

 
 

• Please pray for Students, Staff and Supporters at LTS: 
- That God will protect everyone at LTS and keep them healthy, so that students can focus on 

their studies. 
- That our new students will settle in quickly. 
- For good relationships between everyone at LTS. 
- That God will give wisdom to the LTS teachers to faithfully teach his word. 
- That students will use their time at LTS wisely, and be committed to their studies. 
- That students will grow in their faith through the daily devotions. 
- That it will be possible for intensive courses to take place again soon. 
- This year, many potential students enquired about studying at the LTS. We could not accept 

them all because of Coivid-19 regulations as well as financial restrictions. Please pray that God 
will open ways and possibilities for LTS to train those God has called to serve in his kingdom. 
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HOW TO SUPPORT THE LTS: 
IF YOU LIVE IN EUROPE: Send it via Lutherische Kirchenmission (Bleckmarer Mis-

sion) e.V.: IBAN: DE09 2579 1635 0100 4239 00, BIC: GENODEF1HMN; 

(Spendenzweck „LTS“)  

IF YOU LIVE IN NORTH AMERICA: Send your donation via St. Philip Lutheran Mis-

sion Society - SPLMS.  

• Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society 

c/o Rev. Anthony Oliphant, Redeemer Lutheran Church 

123 E. St. Charles Rd., Elmhurst, IL 60126 

• PayPal via www.splms.org 

• Thrivent Choice: SPLMS can be supported through Thrivent Choice dol-

lars. You can direct Thrivent Choice dollars through www.thrivent.com 

or by calling 1-800-THRIVENT. 

• Amazon Smile: SPLMS can be supported through Amazon Smile, where 

a small percentage of every purchase goes to designated charities. Go 

to www.smile.amazon.com and search for ‘Saint Philip Lutheran Mission 

Society’   

IF YOU LIVE IN SOUTH AFRICA: The Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane is 

a registered Public Benefits Organization. Donations to LTS can be deducted accord-

ing to Section 18(a) in the South African tax laws. Donations are also possible via 

check or Paypal. Please see our website for details (www.lts.ac.za). 

Account Holder: "Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane NPC" 

Bank: ABSA, current account no. 860510030 Branch Code: 632005 Swift Code: 

ABSA ZA JJ 

Bank Address: ABSA Enterprise Business, Campus Building, 1102 Burnett Street, 

Hatfield, 0083 South Africa 

 

Coming up @LTS 

 2 February 2021: Lectures Commence 

 1-13 March Intensive 1: Dr. J. Pless / Rev. T. Mech (cancelled) 

 26 March: End of 1st Quarter 

 3-15 May Intensive 2: Dr. P. Mueller / Dr. S. Sithole 

 

LTS: 790 Arcadia Street, Arcadia, 0083 | P. O. Box 12547, Hatfield, 0028 | South Africa 

T: +27 (0)12 344 2302 | E: LTSinTshwane@gmail.com | www.lts.ac.za 


