
 

MAY 2021 NEWSLETTER 
Dear Friends, read more on the first intensive course of 2021, and other LTS happenings. 

 

Around 14 months after the last two-week intensive course with Prof. John Pless and Rev. Stephen 
Preus took place in March 2020, we are grateful that another intensive could be held. But instead 
of the usual two lecturers for the intensive, only one was able to travel: local LCSA member Dr. S.E. 
Sithole. He taught a course on the twelve Minor Prophets of the Old Testament. 

Photo:  

 

THE ASCENSION OF THE LORD 

In the apostle’s creed, we confess: “He 
ascended into heaven and sits at the 
right hand of God the Father Almighty. 
From thence he will come to judge the liv-
ing and the dead”. 

Now a high school student in the USA 
wrote this about the times we live in 
(taken from Facebook):  

The paradox of our time in history is that 
we have taller buildings, but shorter tem-
pers; wider freeways, but narrower view-
points; we spend more, but have less; we 
buy more, but enjoy less. We have bigger 
houses and smaller families; more conven-
iences, but less time; we have more de-
grees, but less sense; more knowledge, but 
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less judgment; more experts, but more 
problems; more medicine, but less well-
ness. We have multiplied our possessions, 
but reduced our values. 

We've learned how to make a living, but 
not a life; we've added years to life, not 
life to years. We've been all the way to 
the moon and back, but have trouble 
crossing the street to meet our neighbour. 
We've conquered outer space, but not in-
ner space; we've cleaned up the air, but 
polluted the soul; we've split the atom, but 
not our prejudice. We have higher in-
comes, but lower morals; we've become 
long on quantity, but short on quality. 

These are the times of tall men, and short 
character, steep profits, and shallow rela-
tionships. These are the times more leisure, 
but less fun; more kinds of food, but less 
nutrition. These are the days of two in-
comes, but more divorce, of fancier 
houses, but more broken homes. It is a 
time when there is much to see, but so little 
content. 

This is indeed how our world can be de-
scribed. And I don’t know if you have no-
ticed, but God isn’t mentioned in this de-
scription of the times we live in. But that 
too probably is a true reflection of our 
times.  

Now what would happen if we would 
add God into this description of our 
world? More specifically: If we would 
add what we confess about the ascen-
sion and return of Jesus in the apostle’s 
creed, would anything change in this de-
scription of the world? 

In our times, people are valued accord-
ing to how successful and influential they 
are, but the Bible tells us: “For by grace 
you have been saved through faith. And 
this is not your own doing; it is the gift of 
God, not a result of works, so that no one 
may boast” (Eph 2:8-9). Do you notice 
the difference? 

In this world, where people can be judg-
mental, harsh, cruel, and hurtful to each 
other, Jesus commands us to forgive, as 

we have been forgiven by him. For “He 

does not deal with us according to our 
sins, nor repay us according to our iniq-
uities” (Psalm 103:10). Do you notice the 
difference?  

In a world where we must work hard, 
and many people burn themselves out in 
their efforts to achieve success, Jesus 
says: “Come to me, all who labour and 
are heavy laden, and I will give you 
rest” (Mt 11:28). He also says: “My 
grace is sufficient for you, for my power 
is made perfect in weakness” (2 Cor 
12:9). 

 

And he again reminds our longing and 
searching hearts: “The free gift of God 
is eternal life in Christ Jesus our Lord” 
(Rom 6:23). Do you notice a difference?  

In a world in which contentment and 
peace of heart are rare commodities, 
“our Lord Jesus Christ, the Father of mer-
cies and God of all comfort, comforts us 
in all our affliction, so that we may be 
able to comfort those who are in any af-
fliction, with the comfort with which we 
ourselves are comforted by God” (2 Cor 
1:3-4). Again, do you see the differ-
ence?  

These are the times we are living in. This 
time between the ascension of Jesus into 
heaven and his coming again in glory.  
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As Christians, we are always living in the 
knowledge and anticipation of the return 
of Jesus, of whom it is written: “This Jesus, 
who was taken up from you into heaven, 
will come in the same way as you saw 
him go into heaven” (Acts 1:11). It is the 
one about whom we confess in the apos-
tle’s creed: “He ascended into heaven 
and sits at the right hand of God the Fa-
ther Almighty. From thence he will come 
to judge the living and the dead”. 

These words from the creed are not some 
empty words from someone who is here 
today and gone tomorrow, like many of 
the things the world promises to us today. 
The words of scripture are words of eter-
nal life (John 6:68). The message of Jesus 
remains. It is the sure foundation of our 
lives.  

 

This message of our salvation through Je-
sus, including the confession that he will 
come again to judge the living and the 
dead, gives urgency and direction to our 
lives. It is the reason our seminary exists 
where people are trained to proclaim 
the words of eternal life to all nations, 
and they may be saved. 

The ascension of Jesus to heaven is sim-
ultaneously a reminder that Jesus will 
come again. And his coming should be 
the focus of our lives. To those who are 
being caught up in the pressures and 
ideals of this world, who are chasing af-
ter vanities (Ecclesiastes 1:2), God’s 
word says: “Do not be conformed to this 
world, but be transformed by the re-
newal of your mind, that by testing you 
may discern what is the will of God, what 
is good and acceptable and perfect” 
(Rom 12:2). 

And if you are struggling to cope with 
the different pressures and expectations 
in your lives, know that after the ascen-
sion of Jesus, he now sits at the right hand 
of God the Father Almighty. Jesus is 
alive. He is risen. He has ascended into 
heaven. So, he is still in control. He is still 
with us. He is still speaking to us in his 
word, still coming to us in the sacraments. 
He did not leave us or forsake us when 
he ascended into heaven but is with us 
always. Do you notice the difference be-
tween what the world offers, and what 
Jesus offers? 

Even in the temptations and challenges 
of our times, Jesus, our Lord and Saviour, 
is with us. He is the one who gives us 
hope, courage, and strength in the face 
of the adversity we experience in this 
world. He is the one who guides our feet 
and directs our ways.  

In him, our crucified, risen, ascended and 
coming saviour, we have life and salva-
tion. 

In Christ,  

Rector Heinz Hiestermann 



LTS SHORT NEWS ITEMS AND OTHER HAPPENINGS:  

 

Other LTS News and Happenings 

 

 

Vegetable garden 

The LTS vegetable garden protect is continuing well. 
At the moment, cabbage, spinach, beetroot, maize 
(corn), and onions are grown. Student Wabalo Bayo 
(photo), who is responsible for the vegetable gar-
den, and some other students are working in the 
garden on a voluntary basis. They are doing a good 
job as can be seen on the photo! Vegetables are 
used in the seminary kitchen.  

 

LTS Brass Band Lessons 

Trumpet lessons started at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane! Dr. Manfred 

Johannes (FELSISA, photo below) graciously has offered to teach interested students and 

staff once a week. The LTS has six instruments but more are needed. For the first lesson, 14 

students as well as professors Mintesinot Birru and John Nkamule attended. We pray to 

God that they will learn quickly, and that the music will be used to glorify His wonderful 

name! 

 

Visit to the Confessional Lutheran Church of South Africa  

After representatives of the Confessional Lutheran Church of South Africa (CLCSA) had visited 

LTS in 2020 and the start of 2021, LTS rector Dr. Heinz Hiestermann and registrar Rev. John 

Nkambule visited the CLCSA on Wednesday, April 21. They first visited the premises of the 

St. Peter’s congregation in Middelburg, where the preschool of the church is also situated. 

There they got to know the church structures, its needs, and future plans. It is always important 

for LTS lecturers to visit churches sending students to LTS to prepare the students in the best 

way possible for the future ministry. 

Thereafter they were taken to the impressive St. Peter Christian College Mhluzi (Middleburg, 

photo below). We are delighted that many of the church and school leaders took time to 

meet with us. We are truly grateful for the hospitality and the time spent together. 
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LTS SHORT NEWS ITEMS AND OTHER HAPPENINGS:  

hfhf 

Book Donation from Langham Partners to LTS Library 

 

New Computers in LTS library 

 

Through the efforts of lecturer and librarian Mr. Mintesinot Birru Hanfato, the LTS library is 

receiving a yearly donation of books from Langham Publishing. Above is photo of the 12 

books we have just received. We thank Mr. Birru for his efforts in this regard! 

 

Thanks to a special fundraiser by the 

Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society 

(SPLMS), generously supported by the 

Elm Grove Lutheran Church, WI (LCMS), 

LTS was able to purchase 10 refurbished 

computers for the LTS library. The com-

puters can be used by the students to do 

assignments and research. They also will 

be used for teaching Computer Literacy 

to the LTS students. 

 

Ordination of 2020 LTS graduate 

On Easter Sunday 2021, LTS graduate Jonah Kahlid Chady was ordained in the 

holy ministry of the Evangelical Lutheran Church in South Sudan/Sudan (ELCSS/S). 

He was ordained by Bishop Peter Anibati Abia, who himself is a LTS graduate. 

We wish Jonah God’s blessings for his ministry and work in the church! 

 

 

Bishop Abia (left)               Jonah Kahild (front) 
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Ordination Jonah  

LTS Rector attends SPLMS Zoom Meeting 

 

On April 21, LTS rector Dr. Hiestermann attended a Zoom meeting 

of the Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society. The SPLMS is a faithful 

partner and supporter of LTS. It “acts as advocates for the education 

offered at LTS and raises financial aid to support the needs of both 

residential students and visiting professors” (https://www.splms. 

org/.) At the meeting, Dr. Hiestermann introduced himself to the 

SPLMS board as the new rector and answered their questions. It 

was wonderful to “meet” our partners in the Gospel this way. May 

the Lord continue to bless our partnership, and the work of SPLMS. 

 

 Renovations done on LTS Campus 

During the last couple of months, some upgrades were made to the LTS campus under super-

vision of operations manager Mr. Gustav Paul. The roofs of both the chapel and Luther House 

have been repainted with a rubber paint, which not only looks good, but also should stop 

the roofs from leaking.  

The bathrooms of the chapel have also been completely renovated by members of the Evan-

gelical Lutheran Congregation (ELC) which uses the LTS chapel for its Sunday divine services. 

We are grateful for these improvements to the campus! 

 

 

 

On the top photo, parts of the 

old roof paint can still be seen. 

To the left is the finished 

painted roof of the LTS chapel. 

The roofs of the other buildings 

on the LTS campus are in des-

perate need of new paint too, 

and will be done as funds be-

come available. 
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INTRODUCING THE LTS STUDENTS 

In each of our four newsletters of 2021, we 
will be introducing some of the LTS students 
to you. By the end of the year, all 18 of them 
should have been presented to you. 

My name is Ntokozo Given Masemola. 
I was born and raised in South Africa 
and yes, I am a South African and both 
parents are South African. I am from a 
family of 5.  

I am not married yet, but l hope to. I 
grew up in a place called Siyabuswa in 
the province Mpumalanga and our near-
est town is Marblehall. My church is St. 
Peter Confessional Lutheran church 
Siyabuswa.  

I am studying theology at LTS because 
it's one of the institutions that offers Lu-
theran theology. I am studying theology 
because I want to be an educated 
leader that will point people to Christ at 
all times. Theology was never something 
I thought of when I grew up, but it is 
something I got along the way.  

  
I never wanted to be a leader or a Pas-
tor, I had other dreams like any young 
person growing up in township. I wanted 
to be an engineer and that's what I did 
after completing my matric. After that, I 
worked as a financial adviser for two 
years.  

I started to hear my calling at a very 
young age, maybe I was 17 or 18, but 
it didn't make sense because I was still 
young and thinking that there is a better 
thing for me out there than to be a church 

leader or a Pastor, but make no mistake 
I valued church, and I was willing to work 
for the Lord. 

Then something happened to me in 2019 
and my eyes were opened on that day, 
then I realized that, maybe I am working 
for the Lord, but it was on my terms and 
only to find that God wanted me to be 
more than what I thought I will be in 
Church. 

Before that, the late Dr Mandla Khumalo 
(may his soul rest in peace) spoke to me 
about Seminary, and he wanted me to 
go and study because he believed that I 
will be a good leader one day. I didn't 
believe that, and I didn't even take the 
calling serious up until 2019. 

I am here at LTS to sharpen my skills and 
to learn more about the word of God so 
that I can take all the information to the 
people all over the world. 

 

Given is the chairman of the LTS student body 
in 2021. 

_______________________________ 

 

My name is Wabalo Bayo Jochaye 

I come from Ethiopia Lutheran church. 

I am married and l have seven children. 

I am studying theology because I want to 
understand the word of God and de-
velop my skills. I want to teach word of 
God to all nations (Matthew 28:19-20). 

Thank you, God bless. 
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The following two students (along with Bienfait 
Safari who was introduced in the previous 
newsletter) are from the DRC/Congo 

 

 
 

My name is Eddy Kajonde Nakalala. 
Allow me to introduce our church in 
DRC/ Congo. Our Church is called the 
Evangelical Lutheran Church in East 
Congo (CELCE), led by Bishop Herman 
Kashaba. 

We appreciate the LTS very much, and 
we are happy for the support we are 
receiving from the seminary. 

My prayer is for the work of God to 
expand in our country in future. 

I want to finish my studies in LTS by 
God’s will, so that I can go back to the 
DRC to proclaim the Word of God 
among the people and to teach them 
what we have acquired from the semi-
nary. The people in Congo need the 
Word of God, and we hope more can 
be trained as Lutheran pastors to meet 

the great need in our country in terms 
of Gospel proclamation.  

After gaining knowledge about the 
word of God it is my daily duty to 
preach it to those who is not yet re-
ceived the word of life. 

May God bless you. 

 

______________________________ 

 

My name is Chance Pierre, born in 
1992. I am from the Democratic Re-
public of Congo, situated on East Af-
rica, bordered by Bujumbura capital 
city of Burundi. I am son of Lushombo 
Amos and Ms Jeannette Mukeina. Both 
are still alive; thanks be to God that he 
is taking care of them. In my family, we 
are seven children: three boys and four 
girls. We are from the Fuliru language 
speaking tribe. I grew up in the village 
called Luvungi and it’s where I started 
my primary school from grade one to 
grade five. We shifted from the village 
to the city because of security concerns 
and we went to Uvira city where I have 
completed my primary school. 

After I completed hight school, I went to 
a teaching training institution. I have 
gotten my diploma in teaching in 2015, 
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which was delivered by the depart-
ment of education. 

In the Democratic Republic of Congo, 
Christians are 68% of the population. 
Two churches are well-known: Catholic 
and Pentecostal churches. The Lutheran 
Church is not that well-known, and 
those two churches tell people that Lu-
theran churches are not good. Even if 
they tell lies about the Lutheran church, 
people are joining, and the church is 
growing.  

 

 

I heard the word of God and joined the 
Lutheran church on 25 October 2010. 
And I was baptised and started serving 
in the congregation choir as choir ad-
viser.    

The congregation where we were at-
tending was a little bit far from where 

we were staying. Then we discussed 
and agreed to start a congregation 
close to my home, I took upon the posi-
tion of evangelist even though I was not 
trained and ordained. We started a 
choir and named it ‘Nuru’ which means 
light. We have been given the name 
‘Nuru’ and our parish name is ‘Nuru-
Kasenga’.                                        

This parish is one of the parishes of the 
Evangelical Lutheran church in East-
Congo (CELCE). The parish Nuru-
Kasenga has an estimated number of 
363 members. The parish has only one 
ordained pastor.  

When my church wanted to send me to 
LTS, I willingly accepted a call to come 
to the seminary. I started in 2016 at 
LTS, due to visa problem I couldn’t 
come during the last two years 
(2019&2020). My previous classmates 
graduated last year.  

Now, this year I started as a new stu-
dent. However, I am not discouraged. I 
am eager to be trained in Theological 
training and serve God in His kingdom. 
I am planning to go back to the DRC 
after three years of training at LTS to 
proclaim the Gospel to my own tribe 
and other tribes in Congo and outside 
of Congo.    

Finally, I would like to express my 
thanks and appreciation to rectors Dr. 
Wilhelm Weber, Dr. Carlos Winterle, 
and Dr. Heinz Hiestermann. It is their 
good leadership; connections, humani-
tarian efforts and above all, godly 
love in keeping with the great commis-
sion, that got me here where I am 
standing today. I will never stop pray-
ing for God’s favours, protection, and 
wisdom to be bestowed on them. 

_______________________________ 
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In this newsletter, we are introducing from 

Uganda: Dr. Enoch MacBen. He writes: 

 

 

 

LTS was for many years a home away from home. I 

was admitted to the seminary in 2008 and com-

pleted my studies in 2011. I, thereafter, enrolled for 

Postgraduate studies at the University of Pretoria 

where I graduated in 2016 with a PhD in New Tes-

tament Studies [note: Dr. MacBen and Dr. Hiestermann 

graduated on the same day at the University of Preto-

ria]. For over nine years, the seminary had become 

a home to me and my family.  

Coming from Uganda, East Africa, more than 

3000km away, it was very strange for me coming to 

a land where I did not know anyone. I was anxious, 

not knowing what I would find, the people I would 

meet and the kind of friendships I would create. 

However, my anxiety was short-lived as I met fellow 

students from all over Africa, some coming from far 

away compared to where I came. These were stu-

dents from Liberia, Nigeria, Ethiopia, Rwanda, 

Kenya, Botswana and South Africa. With this kind of 

variety, it did not take time to mingle in, be part of 

this diverse community and have the comfort one 

would have in their own home.  

Together with fellow students we were able to share 

our backgrounds, social, political, economic, and cul-

tural, but more especially the religious affairs of the 

communities we came from.     

In addition to the friendly and diverse student com-

munity, I was privileged to interact with many 
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professors and teachers from all over the 

world. At LTS we had professors from Ger-

many, the US, Finland, Australia, South Af-

rica, and many other places. This was an op-

portunity for me to learn from these profes-

sors not only in class but also during our so-

cial gatherings; listening to what Lutheran-

ism looks like in other parts of the world. This 

was a great opportunity for me and many 

other students as we felt at home learning 

and hearing from these experienced theo-

logians. With this exposure, I, just like many 

other students, believed that we were get-

ting the best we can in as far as Lutheranism 

is concerned.  

With the connections and friendships cre-

ated at LTS, it became easier for me to ac-

cess study materials both print and online 

during my postgraduate studies. Also some 

of these professors became my study advi-

sors throughout my studies.  

The opportunity to study at the University of 

Pretoria was possible because of the rela-

tionship LTS had established with the univer-

sity. Through Dr. Wilhelm Weber, the rector 

at the time, LTS provided the resources 

needed to enrol into the BA (Hons) program 

at the University. That worked for me as a 

steppingstone for getting into the MA and 

then the PhD programs. For this great op-

portunity, I am very grateful to LTS.  

During my study at the university, LTS pro-

vided accommodation to me and my family 

in addition to the stipend I was receiving for 

teaching Greek and New Testament at the 

same seminary.  

After my studies at the university, I would 

have loved to stay and teach at LTS had it 

not been for the need my home church had 

of establishing a seminary. I am now lead-

ing a young Lutheran seminary in Jinja, 

Uganda, which graduated its first class in 

February 2021. The establishment of this 

seminary has been made possible because 

LTS was there to train me and other pastors 

in Uganda who are also part of the training 

at the Lutheran Theological College 

Uganda.  

I am grateful for the opportunity LTS gave 

me to study but also for paving my way to 

get into the postgraduate studies at the Uni-

versity of Pretoria. The LTS has played a 

very big role in training pastors and dea-

conesses for Africa but also for enabling 

some of us to become theologians. I am 

grateful also to the supporters of LTS. With 

their financial support Africa has trained 

pastors and theologians who are advancing 

Lutheranism in Africa and beyond. The need 

for more support to LTS cannot be over-em-

phasised.  

Thank you to LTS and its supporters far and 

near. You are doing a noble task and may 

he who began this work bring it to comple-

tion!  

In Christ, 

Rev. Dr. Enoch MacBen Ekyarikunda  

Principal 

Lutheran Theological College Uganda 

P.O. Box 565 Jinja (U) 

 

If you are an LTS alumni and want us to report 

on your work in the LTS newsletter, please 

write an email to heinzah@live.de

Prayer requests       
Please continue to pray for Students, Staff and Supporters at LTS: 

- That God will protect everyone at LTS and keep us healthy. 

- That the upcoming exams will go well. 

- That God will give wisdom to the LTS teachers to faithfully teach his word. 

- That students with visa issues will receive the required help. 

- That God will continue to provide for the needs of the seminary. 

- That it will be possible for intensive courses to take place again soon. 

- That the accreditation of LTS will be successful. 
 

 

 



 

12 

 

 

 

HOW TO SUPPORT THE LTS: 
IF YOU LIVE IN EUROPE: Send it via Lutherische Kirchenmission (Bleckmarer Mis-

sion) e.V.: IBAN: DE09 2579 1635 0100 4239 00, BIC: GENODEF1HMN; 

(Spendenzweck „LTS“)  

IF YOU LIVE IN NORTH AMERICA: Send your donation via St. Philip Lutheran Mis-

sion Society - SPLMS.  

• Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society 

c/o Rev. Anthony Oliphant, Redeemer Lutheran Church 

123 E. St. Charles Rd., Elmhurst, IL 60126 

• PayPal via www.splms.org 

• Thrivent Choice: SPLMS can be supported through Thrivent Choice dol-

lars. You can direct Thrivent Choice dollars through www.thrivent.com 

or by calling 1-800-THRIVENT. 

• Amazon Smile: SPLMS can be supported through Amazon Smile, where 

a small percentage of every purchase goes to designated charities. Go 

to www.smile.amazon.com and search for ‘Saint Philip Lutheran Mission 

Society’   

IF YOU LIVE IN SOUTH AFRICA: The Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane is 

a registered Public Benefits Organization. Donations to LTS can be deducted accord-

ing to Section 18(a) in the South African tax laws. Donations are also possible via 

check or Paypal. Please see our website for details (www.lts.ac.za). 

Account Holder: "Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane NPC" 

Bank: ABSA, current account no. 860510030 Branch Code: 632005 Swift Code: 

ABSA ZA JJ 

Bank Address: ABSA Enterprise Business, Campus Building, 1102 Burnett Street, 

Hatfield, 0083 South Africa 

 

Coming up @LTS 

 3-15 May: Intensive with Dr. S.E. Sithole 

 31 May – 11 June: Examinations 

 13 July: Start of the Second Semester 
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