
 

AUGUST 2021 NEWSLETTER 
 

“IN THE WORLD YOU HAVE 

TRIBULATION” (JOHN 16:33)  

The recent lootings, burning of shops, 
general unrest and anarchy in South Af-
rica has deeply affected life in parts of 
our country. Many people were filled 
with fear during these events. Although 
peace has largely retuned, questions 
about the future direction of the country 
remain. 

During these recent events, biblical com-
mandments like “Love your enemies, do 
good to those who hate you, bless those 
who persecute you; bless and do not 
curse them” (Luke 6), or or “Do not be 
overcome by evil, but overcome evil with 
good” (Romans 12) have suddenly be-
come very real. 

Whatever the real or underlying reasons 
for the recent events in South Africa 
were, they have revealed that many 
people are in need Christ. They need to 
hear the good news of the Gospel; they 
need Jesus as their Lord and Saviour.  

At LTS, we therefore continue with our 
mission to train people who proclaim 
good news to the people, who will multi-
ply the faith, who will be bearers of 
good news where bad news is the norm. 

The apostle Paul serves as an example 
of someone who continuously proclaimed 
the good news of Jesus Christ to all peo-
ple. Even to those who persecuted him.  

We read in Acts 14:1-7: Now at Iconium 
they [Paul and Barnabas] entered to-
gether into the Jewish synagogue and 
spoke in such a way that a great number 
of both Jews and Greeks believed. But the 
unbelieving Jews stirred up the Gentiles 
and poisoned their minds against the 
brothers. So they remained for a long 
time, speaking boldly for the Lord, who 
bore witness to the word of his grace, 
granting signs and wonders to be done by 
their hands. But the people of the city were 
divided; some sided with the Jews and 
some with the apostles. When an attempt 
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was made by both Gentiles and Jews, with 
their rulers, to mistreat them and to stone 
them, they learned of it and fled to Lystra 
and Derbe, cities of Lycaonia, and to the 
surrounding country, and there they con-
tinued to preach the gospel. 

In the above verses from the book of 
Acts, we are told that “a great number” 
of people believed after hearing the 
Word of God. But some planned to 
stone Paul and Barnabas to death. This 
happened in the city of Iconium, now in 
Turkey. 

After learning about the plans to kill 
them, Paul and Barnabas fled to Lystra 
and Derbe, and there they continued to 
preach the gospel (Acts 14:6-7).  

Paul’s opponents were outraged, and so 
they travelled from Iconium to Lystra. 
There they persuaded the crowds to 
stone Paul, leaving him for dead. 

But Paul survived, and what did he do? 
He continued to preach the Gospel and 
to make many disciples (Acts 14:21). 

He even returned to the cities of Lystra 
and Iconium, those very places where his 
opponents tried to kill him. We read how 
he returned, “strengthening the souls of 
the disciples, encouraging them to con-
tinue in the faith, and saying that through 
many tribulations we must enter the king-
dom of God” (Acts 14:22). 

Even after being persecuted, Paul (and 
Barnabas) continued to preach the Gos-
pel. They returned to the places of their 
suffering. They knew that the people 
there needed to hear the Gospel. 

And they repeated to the people what 
Jesus had said before: “through many 
tribulations we must enter the kingdom of 
God”. 

May God give us the strength and cour-
age to continue to proclaim his Word, 
even in the face of adversary, as Paul 
did. 

May he reveal to us how desperately 
people need to hear the Gospel, and 
give us the courage to boldly proclaim 
his word. 

May he help us at LTS to train pastors 
who will show a zeal and love of God 
like Paul and Barnabas when proclaim-
ing to Gospel. Who will not stop spread-
ing good news to people desperately in 
need of hearing it, even if they face op-
position. 

And let us thank God that we have heard 
and believed His word, the power of God 
that brings salvation to everyone who be-
lieve (Romans 1:16). 

And may we remember that he said: I 
have told you these things, so that in me 
you may have peace. In this world you will 
have trouble. But take heart! I have over-
come the world (John 16:33). 

 

In Christ,  
Rector Heinz Hiestermann 
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 Greetings to all brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ. Please, allow me to share with 
you my two weeks journey I had with my brothers who are being prepared for 
God’s ministry.  I had an undeserved opportunity to teach introduction to Minor 
Prophets at the Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane (LTS). It was humbling 
to meet brothers from South Africa and other African countries as well. Praise be 
to God for calling brothers in Christ to serve in His ministry.  

I observed the following from the LTS students:  

1. Punctuality: for chapel and classes  

2. Participation: asking and answering questions was excellent  

3. Respect: great respect for each other  

4. Help: always willing to assist 

5. Discipline: the behaviour indicates that the students know why they are at 
LTS, and I pray that they will uphold LTS’ standard and make a significant contri-
bution to the African continent. 

It was a great moment to meet the LTS staff especially the new Rector, Dr. Hiester-
mann. I had an opportunity to meet his family as well and enjoyed the braai they 
hosted. I thank the entire LTS staff for the hospitality during the two weeks. It was 
a blessing indeed to be at LTS.  

Thank you very much to all who support the Lutheran Theological Seminary in 
Tshwane. LTS is in need of support. Please, let us give hand to the training ministry 
of future Pastors for God’s glory. The Word of God says, “Whatever you do, work 
at it with all your heart, as working for the Lord, not for men, since you know that 
you will receive an inheritance from the Lord as a reward. It is the Lord Christ you 
are serving” (Col. 3:23-24). What a joy to serve our Lord!  

May God bless LTS through you brothers and sisters in Jesus Christ!  

Dr. SE Sithole 

 

From left to right: Mr. Birru, Dr. Sithole, Rev. Nkambule, Dr. Hiestermann 

 

 

LTS INTENSIVE REPORT: Dr. SE SITHOLE (3 – 14 May 2021) 

Happenings 
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LTS SHORT NEWS ITEMS AND OTHER HAPPENINGS:  

 

Online Classes 

LTS lecturers at Mission Festival in Lüneburg 

Other On May 22-23, LTS lecturers Rev. John Nkambule and Rector Heinz 

Hiestermann visited the Lüneburg congregation (FELSISA) for its Mission 

Festival. On Saturday (May 22) a meeting was held between the LTS lec-

turers and the Mission Committee of the Lüneburg congregation where 

various needs were addressed. 

During the Pentecost service on May 23, Rev. Nkambule preached on 

Genesis 11:1-9. Rector Hiestermann held a presentation about the LTS. 

We thank the Lüneburg congregation for the invitation and their hospital-

ity, and for giving us the opportunity to inform the congregation on the 

work done at LTS.  

  

In 2020, many students could not return to campus due to Covid-19 lockdown restrictions. 

As a result, they had lost an entire academic year. When a third wave of Covid-19 hit 

South Africa in June 2021, schools were closed, and in-person classes were suspended 

again. But we knew that these students could not lose any more study time. The church needs 

pastors. 

When the second academic quarter of 2021 started on July 19, it therefore stared online. 

For two weeks, classes were held online only. For many of the students, online classes worked 

well. About 2/3 of the students could regularly attend the online classes. Others however 

could not participate in the online classes at all, mainly because of a lack of internet access. 

On August 2, a hybrid model of in-person and online classes started. Those who struggled 

with online learning were allowed to return to campus where they have access to the inter-

net. But because Covid numbers are still high, those who prefer to continue online may do 

so, until Covid numbers have reduced. 

One aspect of campus life that has suffered with online learning is devotional life on cam-

pus. We have tried to hold the daily devotions online, but it was a struggle. Due to the 

different internet speeds of the students, it is difficult to for example use the responsive 

prayers we normally use from the LSB. The sound arrives at different speeds from the var-

ious participants, resulting in confusion. We pray that we may return to “normal” campus 

life soon.  
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LTS SHORT NEWS ITEMS AND OTHER HAPPENINGS:  

Ordination Jonah  

INTRODUCING THE LTS STUDENTS 

In each of our four newsletters of 2021, we 
will be introducing some of the LTS students 
to you. By the end of the year, all 18 of them 
should have been presented to you. 

_______________________________ 

 

_______________________________ 

 

  

  LTS LECTURER TEACHES WEEKEND SEMINAR (Mr. Mintesinot Birru Hanfato) 

Many Ethiopians are living in South Africa, approximately 300,000 (260,000 to 320, 000). After 

they arrived here in RSA, some started small group meetings for prayer and to encourage each 

other. Those small gatherings grew into churches. There are more than 300 congregations in 

South Africa where Ethiopians gather for Sunday services and fellowship. They are non-de-

nominational churches; Blessings Believers Church, Kebron Christian Church and other.   

Blessing Church started theological training using a distance education model. Education is 

done in Amharic, the Ethiopian national language. It is started in agreement with one of col-

leges in Ethiopia, called Addis Ababa Bible College. The students are from different church 

background, they are 28. Due to the request of the student the distance education coordinator 

invited me to teach “Biblical Marriage” as a module on March 18-20, 2021. It was a very inter-

esting time. I delivered a lecture on Biblical also introduced the LTS to them. The coordinator 

and the students are very thankful for LTS allowing me to provide a lecture. 

Mr. Birru is a fulltime lecturer at LTS and hails from Ethiopia himself.  

 

 

More Renovations done on LTS Campus 

After completely renovating the bathrooms of the LTS chapel, the Evangelical Lutheran Congre-

gation (ELC) which uses the LTS chapel for its Sunday divine services, has also started renovating 

the altar area. This elevated area was made from wood which started rotting. It now has a new 

and strong foundation of mortar and bricks. We thank the congregation for their efforts!  

  

 

The floor-

ing will 

be com-

pleted 

once 

funds are 

available 

LTS SHORT NEWS ITEMS AND OTHER HAPPENINGS 



 

6 

In this newsletter, we are introducing from 

Sudan: Bishop Peter Anibati Abia, of the 

Evangelical Lutheran Church in South Su-

dan/Sudan. He writes: 

Greetings from South Sudan to you all in the 

blessed name of our Lord and Saviour Jesus 

Christ! 

My name is Peter Anibati Abia, and I am the 

current bishop of the Evangelical Lutheran 

Church in South Sudan and Sudan 

(ELCSS/S). I am married and I have two 

boys. I got my seminary education at the Lu-

theran Seminary in Pretoria – LTS. At that 

time there was a working agreement be-

tween LTS and the University of Pretoria 

which allowed me and others to pursue 

graduate studies at the University of Preto-

ria. In 2014, I graduated with a Master’s 

Degree in New Testament Studies. While at 

LTS, I also served as the President of the stu-

dent body, and I worked very closely with 

the Rector.  

LTS has always strived to be a centre for 

confessional theological education for all 

African Lutheran Churches. This was already 

taking shape when I was there and today 

many students from different parts of Africa 

are studying there. Many of us who got our 

training at LTS are now leaders on the Afri-

can continent. 

I think it is good to empower this seminary 

to be offering accredited degrees which 

other seminaries on the continent are not of-

fering. We need good confessional teachers 

of the faith on the African Continent and the 

only way we can achieve this is through 

 

 

LTS 
ALUMNI 
Get a glimpse of the 

impact the LTS is hav-

ing throughout the 

African content. 
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quality leadership training. I think LTS has the potential. I urge all the supporters of LTS to 

support this vision and to revive this concept in the LTS once again. The seminary in Pretoria has 

helped me to be what I am today and because of that I am now pursuing a PhD in Missiology 

at the seminary in Fort Wayne. 

May the Lord continue to bless your work as you endeavour to bring the Gospel light to the lost 

on the African Continent and especially as you consider supporting the LTS project. 

Blessings to you all+++ 

Bishop Peter Anibati Abia 

If you are an LTS alumni and want us to report on your work in the LTS newsletter, please write an 

email to heinzah@live.de 

 

New parttime lecturer at LTS       

We welcome Rev. Kurt Schnackenberg (FELSISA) as new part-time lecturer. Rev. 

Schnackenberg joined our teaching staff at the start of the second academic se-
mester. He is teaching Hermeneutics this semester. We pray that his work at LTS 

will be blessed. Below is a short biography of Rev. Schnackenberg.  

“I was born and raised in a Christian home in Pretoria, South Africa. I was 
baptized and received Catechesis leading to Confirmation at St. Paul’s Lu-

theran congregation in Arcadia, Pretoria. I attended the Deutsche Schule 
Pretoria (DSP) until Grade 7. For high-school, I went to Pretoria Noord 

Hoërskool. After doing two years military service in the artillery airborne 
unit, I studied at the Technicon of Pretoria, completing a T5 Masters-Di-

ploma in the field of Electronics whilst working for Kentron. For 14 years I 
worked for Kentron, mainly involved in the R&D Radar department. I got 

married to Magdalene neé Weber. After about 18 months marriage I finally 
decided to enroll into a theological seminary (LThH of the SELK, Germany) 

to follow the calling I was receiving through circumstances, and especially 
through other people. Within three and a half weeks, 

we sold our property, car and most things and moved 
to Oberursel, Germany. My oldest son Robert was 6 

months old. By the time he needed to go to school I 

had completed my studies and we could move back 
to SA. Two other boys were born in Germany. We had 

a lovely “student” time in Germany. We had no car. 
All travelling was done by bicycle, bus and train. I did 

my vicarage in Durban-Westville under pastor Helmut 
Straeuli for one year. Then I received a call from the 

St. John’s congregation in Shelly Beach and since September 2005 until 

December 2020 I served this congregation in the beautiful coastal town. 

In January 2021 a swap between pastor Tobias Ahlers (ELF) in Ferndale 
Johannesburg and myself was done. As pastor Tobias Ahlers had been in-

volved in helping with the teaching at the LTS, I was approached to con-
tinue this ministry. So, that is how as parish pastor of ELF I also got in-

volved at LTS.”  

 

 

mailto:heinzah@live.de
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HOW TO SUPPORT THE LTS: 
IF YOU LIVE IN EUROPE: Send it via Lutherische Kirchenmission (Bleckmarer Mis-

sion) e.V.: IBAN: DE09 2579 1635 0100 4239 00, BIC: GENODEF1HMN; 

(Spendenzweck „LTS“)  

IF YOU LIVE IN NORTH AMERICA: Send your donation via St. Philip Lutheran Mis-

sion Society - SPLMS.  

• Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society 

c/o Rev. Anthony Oliphant, Redeemer Lutheran Church 

123 E. St. Charles Rd., Elmhurst, IL 60126 

• PayPal via www.splms.org 

• Thrivent Choice: SPLMS can be supported through Thrivent Choice dol-

lars. You can direct Thrivent Choice dollars through www.thrivent.com 

or by calling 1-800-THRIVENT. 

• Amazon Smile: SPLMS can be supported through Amazon Smile, where 

a small percentage of every purchase goes to designated charities. Go 

to www.smile.amazon.com and search for ‘Saint Philip Lutheran Mission 

Society’   

IF YOU LIVE IN SOUTH AFRICA: The Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane is 

a registered Public Benefits Organization. Donations to LTS can be deducted accord-

ing to Section 18(a) in the South African tax laws. Donations are also possible via 

check or Paypal. Please see our website for details (www.lts.ac.za). 

Account Holder: "Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane NPC" 

Bank: ABSA, current account no. 860510030 Branch Code: 632005 Swift Code: 

ABSA ZA JJ 

Bank Address: ABSA Enterprise Business, Campus Building, 1102 Burnett Street, 

Hatfield, 0083 South Africa 

 

Coming up @LTS 

 10 September: Spring Recess starts 

 8-10 September: Continued education for CLCSA pastors 

 27 September: Start of Fourth Quarter 

 11-22 October: Intensive Courses 

 

LTS: 790 Arcadia Street, Arcadia, 0083 | P. O. Box 12547, Hatfield, 0028 | South Africa 

T: +27 (0)12 344 2302 | E: LTSinTshwane@gmail.com | www.lts.ac.za 


