
HOMILETICS COURSE
AND PENTECOST
Our second-year students have almost
completed their first homiletics course with
Pastor Nathan Mntambo. They are
scheduled to take another homiletics course
next year, before graduating. They have
spent many hours learning how to craft a
sermon. There are several steps to follow
from getting from the biblical text to a

completed written sermon. The students
have learned how to translate the biblical text
from Hebrew or Greek, how to do a thorough
exegesis, how to distinguish between Law
and Gospel, and how to apply the text to the
context of their hearers. Learning the skills of
preaching takes time. It needs practice, and
lots of it.
As part of their homiletics course, students
are delivering their first sermons during daily
Matins at seminary. They are receiving
feedback from lecturers and fellow students.
After all, they are at seminary to learn.
One of the famous sermons of the New
Testament are found in Acts 2. On the day of
Pentecost, the disciples of Jesus were filled
with the Holy Spirit, as our Lord had promised
at his ascension to heaven it would happen.
We read that when the day of Pentecost
arrived, they were all together in one
place. And suddenly there came from
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heaven a sound like a mighty rushing wind, and it filled the
entire house where they were sitting. And divided tongues
as of fire appeared to them and rested on each one of
them. And they were all filled with the Holy Spirit and
began to speak in other tongues as the Spirit gave them
utterance.
Having been filled with the Holy Spirit, Peter starts preaching.
He starts preaching Jesus. First, Peter explains the happenings
of Pentecost as fulfilment of the prophecy of the prophet Joel.
The New Testament describes on numerous occasions that the
whole Old Testament is fulfilled in Jesus. In Peter’s sermon, he
too confirms that in Jesus, the prophecies of the Old Testament
have been fulfilled.
Later in this sermon, he once again explains that Jesus is the
Messiah, the Saviour of the world. Jesus is the One promised
in the Old Testament, the promised descendent of the great
king David, the One the Israelites had been waiting for. Peter’s
whole sermon is about Jesus.
Peter preaches that Jesus Christ has suffered and died for our
salvation. And he makes it clear in his Pentecost sermon that
the same Jesus who had suffered, was crucified, and died, has
risen from the dead. There is no Lord expect Him.
Peter’s whole sermon is about pointing people to Jesus, so that
they believe and are saved. He continues his sermon by stating
that it shall come to pass that everyone who calls upon the
name of the Lord shall be saved.
Peter’s sermon is all about Jesus. He preaches Jesus, so that
people will be saved. And that will also be the job of our
students as they learn to preach, and become pastors and
preachers later on: To proclaim Jesus as the sole source of our
salvation.

Peter preached a famous sermon on the day of Pentecost.
But the sermon is not about him. It is about Jesus. This is
something students also learn in homiletics class. To
proclaim Jesus. As Paul writes in 2 Corinthians 4:5: For
what we proclaim is not ourselves, but Jesus Christ as
Lord, with ourselves as your servants for Jesus’ sake.
pastor whom I follow on Twitter often writes before
preaching, “Let Jesus be big”. May God, through His Spirit
he poured out at Pentecost, give that at our seminary, it will
always be about Jesus. That all we do, will point people to
Him, the crucified and risen Messiah, so that they will call
upon His name and be saved. In the name of Jesus.
Amen.

In Christ,
Rector Heinz Hiestermann

LTS has on February 18,
2022, received conditional
accreditation from the
South African Council of
Higher Education (CHE).
The final step in attaining
full accreditation is a site
visit by the Higher
Education Quality
Committee (HEQC).
At the site visit, the
readiness of LTS to offer
quality education according
to national standards will
be evaluated.
It is our hope that the
accreditation process will
be completed before the
end of 2022.
Please keep this in your
prayers.

on campus allowed us the opportunity to
visit with students outside of the classroom
setting, learning more about their personal
backgrounds and addressing numerous
questions that they have regarding the
Scriptures, Lutheran theology, and the
place of confessional Lutheranism in the
world.
In addition to teaching, I preached for two
of the seminary’s chapel services as well
as for the Lutheran Church in Panbult on
Lent I. I made a presentation on
“Bonhoeffer and Sasse” at the nearby
Afrikaans Protestant Academy and I
taught the Bible study for the Youth group
at St. Paul’s Lutheran Church on March 8.
There have been many positive and
encouraging developments at the
seminary both in regard to the physical
facilities and the overall life of the
seminary community. New flooring was
recently installed in the St. Timothy Chapel
and the restrooms were redone. Mr.
Gustav Paul is taking excellent care of the
buildings and grounds. The campus is
clean and attractive. Students maintain a

ACCREDITATION
UPDATE

After a two-year interruption by COVID of the regular pattern since
2009 of teaching intensive term courses at Lutheran Theological
Seminary in Tshwane, South Africa, I was delighted finally to be
able to return. This time, I travelled with my colleague, Dr. John
Nordling. Dr. Nordling taught a course on Galatians. I taught a
course on the first three parts of the Small Catechism and God
willing I will return at the end of May for a two-week course on the
remaining parts of the Catechism. I had all the first and second
year students (a total of 24 students) in the class in addition to a
few local pastors who audited the course as time allowed.

For the primary text we used Luther’s Small Catechism with
Explanation (CPH,2017) with my Praying the Small Catechism
and Luther’s Small Catechism: A Manual for Discipleship serving
as supplementary texts. Each student was provided with his own
copy of these three books.

Dr. Nordling and I were housed on campus in the seminary
guesthouse. Lodging was comfortable and convenient. Staying
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Galatians at LTS, Pretoria, in May, 2018, so I
could use the old quizzes and handouts, which
saved time – although I had a lot of grading to
do every day (24 students). I administered 7
daily quizzes, had a two-page Galatians
Assignment Sheet to complete during the one
weekend I was there, and a final exam to write
on the last day of class. Deb Wolf, manager of
the CTSFW Bookstore, got me a good deal on a
very fine exegetical commentary geared to the
needs of these students—namely, Leon Morris,
Galatians: Paul’s Charter of Christian Freedom
(Downers Grove, IL: InterVarsity Press, 1996).
My budget permitted me to buy this commentary
for all 24 of the students, donating one to the
seminary library, and I often resorted to using it
in class when I ran out of my own things to say.
With respect to the daily Greek quizzes, I
noticed that most of the students were having
trouble parsing basic Greek verbs and
participles. I talked to Rector Rev. Dr. Heinz
Hiestermann about this, and received
permission to ask Rev. Gunther Hohls to spend
even one hour per week on simple parsing of
Greek verbs and participles. I’m happy to say
that the Rev. Hohls has expressed a willingness
to help the students of LTS in this regard.
In addition to teaching the two week intensive
Rector Hiestermann requested my preaching at
Chapel during the 10:00 a.m. services on 3 and
8 March. The first Sunday (27 February) Dr.
Pless and I worshipped at the Lutheran
congregation that assembles at the seminary
Chapel (Rev. Nathan Nthambo), and the second
Sunday (6 March) we worshipped at the

when I return in May. With these volumes, the library will have all the
volumes in the series currently available. In addition, I brought about 25
books in Lutheran theology, Reformation studies, and pastoral theology
published in the last two years. It is one of my goals to make sure that our
library has the best in up to date, confessional Lutheran books for use by I had the privilege of teaching Galatians (the entire letter)

for two weeks (28 February – 12 March 2022) at
Lutheran Theological Seminary, Pretoria, South Africa.
I last taught at LTS Pretoria in April 2019 (due to a nearly
three year hiatus because of the COVID pandemic) so I
was glad to be back. Instruction consisted of 3 hours per
morning, with time out for Chapel at 10:00 – 10:30 a.m.
Another instructor, Dr. John Pless (my colleague at
CTSFW), taught a second three-hour class
(Catechetics) to the same students in the afternoon.
This time I taught 24 students in toto, from the following
African nations: Congo, Ethiopia (Mekane Yesus), South
Africa, and Malawi. Most of the South African students
were from LCSA (Lutheran Church of South Africa)
congregations, though eight of them were from ELCSA
(Ev. Lutheran Church of South Africa) congregations, the
latter a part of the more liberal Lutheran World
Federation. (It happens that the ELCSA closed its one
seminary several years ago, so students have been
studying for the office of the ministry at LTS, Pretoria, for
a while now). Actually, there were 6 first year students
who don’t know Greek yet (I gave them daily quizzes in
English), and 18 more advanced students to whom I
gave Greek quizzes each day. Classes met in the
Chapel where I projected the Greek text onto a screen
with an LED projector and worked through the entirety of
Galatians textually and exegetically. I last taught

TRIP REPORT: DR. JOHN
G. NORDLING, CTS FORT
WAYNE

vegetable garden and care for
chickens thus providing additional
fresh and healthy food. There is a
good spirit among the students.
They are teachable and eager to
learn.
Rector Heinz Hiestermann is
providing solid spiritual and
academic leadership to the
seminary community. Admissions
procedures have been refined
yielding a more capable and
disciplined student body. Dr.
Hiestermann has guided LTS
through the rigorous South African
accreditation process. LTS was just
granted conditional accreditation.
This is a very positive step.

The St. Augustine Library was
remodeled and expanded just over
two years ago. Under the curacy of
our librarian, Rev. Mintesinot Birru
the collection has been organized
and good security and checkout
procedures are now in place. This
trip, Dr. Nordling and I were able to
bring around 200 pounds of books
for the students, teaching faculty,
and library. We brought 15 copies of
the most recent volumes in the
Concordia Commentary series. I
have another five volumes to deliver

students and faculty. We are still lacking about six volumes in the
extension to the American Edition of Luther’s Works. I plan to acquire
these volumes within the next year.
It was a treat to enjoy a weekend excursion with Mr. and Mrs. Gustav Paul
to Lὒneberg, Wittenberg, and Panbult. At Panbult we were the guests of
Mr. & Mrs. Kurt Paul. We also thank Dr. & Mrs. Heinz Hiestermann, Rev. &
Mrs. Gunter Hohls, and Rev. & Mrs. Martin Paul who invited us to their
homes for dinner.
We ended our two-week stay at LTS with a braai for students and faculty.
Over the years this has become a good tradition to celebrate our time
together.
I want to thank all of the individuals and congregations who have
supported my work in South Africa. Without the generosity of God’s
people, these teaching trips would not be possible. God willing, I will be
returning to LTS for another two-week intensive course on May 29-June 10
and preaching and a continuing education course for pastors in Wartburg
on June 12-16.
I have been going to LTS twice each year since 2009 with the exception of
the timeout necessitated by the pandemic in 2020-21. Numerous former
students are serving as pastors throughout Africa. One is serving as a
bishop in South Sudan and another is rector of a Lutheran seminary in
Uganda. Several have completed advanced degrees at the University of
Pretoria and yet others are pursuing advanced degrees here at CTSFW.
I’m grateful to play a small part in this work of forming the next generation
of pastors and theologians for Africa.
“Now to him who is able to do far more abundantly than all that we ask or
think according to the power at work within us, to him be glory in the church
and in Christ Jesus throughout all generations, forever and ever. Amen” .
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Prof. John Pless and student Wabalo
Bayo at the LTS vegetable garden

PROF. JOHN
PLESS AND LTS
DIRECTOR MR.
KURT PAUL
(PANBULT;
FELSISA)
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On the evening of Thursday 8 March I read a paper
which I previously submitted to Concordia Theological
Quarterly, entitled, “The Women’s ‘Speaking’ at
Corinth (1 Cor 14:34): Does Paul Limit Disruptive
Speech or Wrongful Teaching of the Word of God?”
There were perhaps 30 auditors in attendance: all of
the seminary students had been invited, perhaps 10
German-speaking university students from St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, Arcadia, Prof. Alwyn Swanepoel,
professor of Systematic Theology at The Afrikaans
Protestant Academy, Pretoria, and Prof. Pless. The
paper took about 40 minutes to read, followed by
another half hour of spirited Question & Answer (I was
grateful for Prof. Pless’ help with some of the more
difficult questions afterwards).
Finally, I would like to express my gratitude to Mr.
Gerald Schultz of Rathdrum, Idaho, for funding this
venture, and to Dr. Hiestermann, for his hospitality
and the invitation to teach Galatians this time around.
This is my 12th teaching trip to South Africa and every
year it seems I know a little more than the previous
year. It is vital that the LCMS continue to support LTS
with our offerings and prayers, even as we respond to
dramatic requests for assistance elsewhere. I
welcome this opportunity to have served the Lord and
his church by teaching at LTS in February-March 2022
and hope, by God’s grace, to return to teach next year.

The ordination of LCSA Rev.
Ofentse Charles Ernest Tsatsi
took place on Easter Sunday, 17th
April 2022, in Tshing, Ventersdorp,
North West Diocese. He was or-
dained by bishop M. Maragelo.
Photo left.
In Uganda, Rev. Humphrey
Asiimwe, was ordained and con-
secrated to serve the Lutheran
Church of Uganda South Western
Deary.
May the Lord bless the new shep-
herds serving His flock. Photo
right.

FELSISA Evangelical Lutheran Church, Panbult,
South Africa (Rev. Matthias Albers). On Ash
Wednesday (2 March) we worshipped at St. Paul’s
Lutheran Church, just two blocks from the
seminary on Arcadia Street (Rev. Martin Paul).
This time around I lived with Dr. Pless in renovated
lodging on the seminary campus, taking lunch
prepared for me and the students by Mrs. Emily
Ngubeni. Most suppers Dr. Pless and I walked
over to Café 41, Eastwood’s Grill, or to the
restaurants located at Loftus Park, near the
stadium—perhaps a half mile from the seminary.
However, we were guests for dinner on 4 March
(Hiestermanns), 7 March (Rev. Gunther and
Hannah Hohls), 9 March (Rev. Martin and Anke
Paul), and on Friday 11 March Dr. Pless and I
purchased the meat for an all-seminary braai to
honor our students for their hard work. Over the
weekend of 5-6 March Gustav and Isolde Paul
drove Dr. Pless and me over to see the historic
Lutheran congregations of Wittenberg, Lüneberg,
and Panbult. On Saturday 5 March we were
hosted by Mr. and Mrs. Kurt and Elsmarie Paul,
who showed us around a farmstead. Mr. Kurt Paul
has just become a member of the LTS seminary
Board of Directors, occupying the position
previously held by Mr. Hugo Meyer, another
generous South African farmer.

MORE 2020 LTS GRADUATES ORDAINED

Two of are six new students are introduced in this newsletter. More to
follow...

I am Sanele Zinhle Mkhabela, born in Piet Retief and grew up in Port
Shepstone. I come from a Lutheran church of Southern Africa in a parish
based in Ohlangeni. I am a son of Rev. Mr. Emmanuel Mkhabela and Mrs.
Mavis Casheleni Mkhabela. I have 9 siblings, two sisters and seven
brothers. The house which I grew up in we shared with my other siblings
and other kids whom my mom looked after. My parents taught me and my
other siblings to love and care for other people. I grew up in a church so
many people came home asking for basic things as food sometimes when
we had, we shared.
I grew up in a township environment, but I did not enjoy spending time
doing nothing and as a result I would visit my elder brother on weekends
and during school holidays. Mr. Musa Mkhabela and Rev. Peter Weber
trained me on how to herd cattle, slaughter pigs and other
domestic work. In the afternoons on Fridays, they would take me to bible studies which they held. I thank
the supervision I received from my pastor and those who advised me through God about going to the
seminary, including my parents and the parish where I come from.
After finishing my matric in 2010, I was looking forward to further my studies, but money was a challenge.
I spent 2011 bonding with my elder siblings who were at a distance when I was growing up.With God’s grace
I received a job from my brother's employer in 2012 in June which helped me to get some money to save to
go to university. With the help from home and with the mercy of God I was able to study for a degree to
become an educator which I completed in 2018. Having been brought up in a house where education is
valued even though my parents have no professional education, they always told us that we should become
better than them. I continued to pursue my studies to do Bachelor of Theology Honors with specialization in
religious studies, God willing I continued to do Master of theology specializing with religious studies.
For me being a pastor was a Christian vocational calling. I have faith that the Holy Spirit called me to serve
God and guided me to follow this path. Also being a son of a pastor exposed me to the teachings of the
Lutheran church. I thank God for his grace to allow me to study his word as 1Timothy 1:12 states: I thank
him who has given me strength, Christ Jesus our Lord, because he judged me faithful, appointing me to his
service. I wanted to a lawyer as a career, but this proved to me that ‘‘God’s plan are always better than ours.
We may make our plans, but God has the last word (Proverbs 16:1). A word of thank you to those sponsor
me to be at the seminary to study the word of God.
Why I choose Lutheran Theological Seminary? I chose this institute because it is an agency seeking to
graduate multipliers for the Lutheran Church inAfrica with the objective of promoting confessional Lutheran
formations it objective. The education offered at the seminary allows students to acquire necessary skills and
knowledge to spread the message of God. God is love. I thank those who support the institute and teach us.
Including the staff that prepares our meals for the day and make sure that the seminary is clean. Above all
God is the one who guided me to this seminary it is not by my powers.

NEW LTS STUDENTS
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SUPPORT LTS

CONTACT US

790 Arcadia Street, Arcadia, 0083
P. O. Box 12547, Hatfield, 0028 |
South Africa
T: +27 (0)12 344 2302
E: LTSinTshwane@gmail.com

The Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane
NPC is a registered Public Benefits Organization.
Donations to LTS can be deducted according to Sec-
tion 18(a) in the South African tax laws. The LTS de-
pends entirely on donations and gifts – we invite you
to work together with us to train confessional
Lutheran pastors and church workers for the contin-
ent of Africa! Your gift will make a difference. Upon
receipt of your donation, we will be happy to furnish
you with a receipt which you may submit to the relev-
ant revenue service as proof for tax deduction pur-
poses. Our South African bank account details are
provided below, along with the information you will
need to send funds via international wire transfer.

If you would like to give a donation in the US, a num-
ber of options are available. Our good friends and
partners in Christ at the Saint Philip Lutheran Mis-
sion Society graciously facilitate donations and
guarantee that 100% of any donated funds are used
for the intended purpose.

Gifts of any size are much appreciated. You may use
most bank cards to make a donation via PayPal, or you
can use Amazon Smile, direct your Thrivent Choice Dol-
lars, or make checks payable to Saint Philip Lutheran
Mission Society and send them to:
Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society
c/o Rev. Anthony Oliphant, Redeemer Lutheran Church
345 S Kenilworth Ave.
Elmhurst, IL 60126
If you would prefer to wire funds directly to the LTS, our
South African bank account details are as follows:
Bank: ABSA
Account type: Current account
Account number: 860510030
Branch Code: 632005
Swift Code: ABSA ZA JJ
Account holder: Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tsh-
wane NPC
Bank Address: ABSA Enterprise Business, Campus
Building, 1102 Burnett Street, Hatfield, 0083 South
Africa
If you would like to give a donation in the US, a number of options are If you would like to give a donation in the US, a number of options are available. Our good friends and partners in Christ at the Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society graciously facilitate donations and guarantee that 100% of any donated funds are used for the intended purpose.. Our good friends and partners in Christ at the Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society graciously facilitate donations and guarantee that 100% of any donated funds are used for the intended purpose.If you would like

Training Christ’s followers as pastors, teachers, evangelists, missionaries, bishops, and dea-
conesses for faithful service in the Lutheran Church of Africa.

• The LTS is dependent on donations to

continue its mission of training confes-

sional Lutheran pastors

• We heartily thank all our supporters,

local and international

• Thank you for your partnership in shar-

ing the Gospel

• 30 May - 10 June: Inten-
isve 2 with Dr. John
Pless (Catechesis Part
2) and Rev. Andy Wright
(Formula of Concord)

• 15- 24 June: Examina-
tions

• 24 June: End of 1st aca-
demic semester of 2022

• 25 June - 18 July: Winter
recess

• 19 July: Start of 2nd aca-
demic semester of 2022

• 28 August - 8 Septem-
ber: Intensive 3 with Dr.
Walter Steele (General
Epistles) and Dr. Elliot
Sithole (Genesis)

• 10- 21 October Intensive
4 with Dr. Werner Klän
(Smalcald Articles) and
Dr. Christian Neddens
(Life and Teachings of
Martin Luther)

• The health of our lecturer Rev. John Nk-
ambule, who has been unable to teach
for most of the 1st academic semester

• Full accreditation of the LTS by the South
African authorities

• Means and ways to appoint another full-
time lecturer

• God’s guidance for all future planning
• Blessed learning and teaching at our

seminary
• God’s grace to deal with unexpected

challenges

NEW LTS STUDENTS PLEASE PRAY FOR

COMING UP AT LTS

I'm Lesego Tshireletso Mokone (photo below).
I was born and raised in Klerksdorp, North
West Province, South Africa.

I'm a goal orientated young man, who would
like to turn his godly provided visions in a
reality.

I am from a very religious family of 6, and
we're all Chris�an. I have a very suppor�ve
family that I can lean on.

I take it that the LTS in Tshwane is a place to
nuture God's calling, as it has all the resources
one might need. Many are called but a few are
chosen, so God chose me. I believe that my
true calling in this world, is to administer the
word and sacraments, and to accept the office
of the ministry.

The one who called me is Faithful and will
surely brighten my journey.

A HUGE THANK YOU


