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Dear Friends of LTS. We have almost completed the 3rd quarter of the 2022 aca-

demic year. In this newsletter, you will be updated on what happened during the 

last few months at our seminary. 

 

Photo: Dr. Walter Steele (LCMS international mission, last row), theological instructor at Neema Lu-
theran College, Matongo, Kenya, with the LTS students. Dr. Steele is currently teaching a two-week in-

tensive on the General Epistles of the New Testament.  
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In Acts 9, 

we read 

about 

the con-

version 

of St. 

Paul on the road to Damascus. We read 

how he was still breathing threats and 

murder against the disciples of the Lord, 

went to the high priest and asked him for 

letters to the synagogues at Damascus, 

so that if he found any belonging to the 

Way, men or women, he might bring 

them bound to Jerusalem. Now as he 

went on his way, he approached Da-

mascus, and suddenly a light from 

heaven shone around him. And falling 

to the ground, he heard a voice saying 

to him, “Saul, Saul, why are you perse-

cuting me?” And he said, “Who are you, 

Lord?” And he said, “I am Jesus, whom 

you are persecuting (Acts 9:1-5).  

Before his conversion, Saul was persecut-
ing Christians. He belonged to the Jewish 
group of the Pharisees. In Acts 23:6 he 
says about himself: I am a Pharisee, a son 
of Pharisees. The word “Pharisee” means 
“separated one”.  The Pharisees, who stud-
ied the laws of the Old Testament exten-
sively, would separate themselves from 
people who were unclean according to 
Old Testament laws, including Gentiles. 

As a Pharisee, Paul was separating himself 
from people, now, after his conversion, he 
became the great missionary to the Gen-
tiles. He was reaching out with the Gospel 
of Jesus Christ to the very people he had 
been separating himself from. 

With his conversion, Paul learned that all 
people are sinners. As he writes in Romans 
3: all, both Jews and Greeks, are under 
sin, as it is written: None is righteous, 
no, not one; no one understands; no one 
seeks for God. All have turned aside; to-
gether they have become worthless; no 
one does good, not even one (Rom 3:9-
12).” 

Because all people sin, all people need to 
hear the saving Gospel of Jesus Christ. 
Paul could no longer separate himself from 
people but was compelled to bring the 
message of Jesus to all, even while endur-
ing suffering, pain, and hardships in his ef-
forts to spread the Gospel. 

After his conversion, St. Paul had realized 
how gracious God had been towards him. 
God had called him into His service, even 
though Paul had persecuted His church. 
God had forgiven Paul all his sins, and 
given him a new life in Christ. If God was 
that merciful to Paul, how could Paul not 
pass on the grace and mercy he had re-
ceived from God to others? 

Or in Paul’s own words: But I received 
mercy because I had acted ignorantly in 
unbelief, and the grace of our Lord over-
flowed for me with the faith and love 
that are in Christ Jesus. The saying is 
trustworthy and deserving of full ac-
ceptance, that Christ Jesus came into the 
world to save sinners, of whom I am the 
foremost. But I received mercy for this 
reason, that in me, as the foremost, Je-
sus Christ might display his perfect pa-
tience as an example to those who were 
to believe in him for eternal life (1Tim 
1:13-16).  

It is my prayer that at LTS, students may 
learn from the apostle Paul. That they will 
reflect on their own sinfulness, learn how 
much God has forgiven them, how merciful 
He has been to them, and then be commit-
ted in passing on the saving message of 
Jesus to all people.  

And then, again like Paul, realizing how 
much grace we have received, that they 
will live their lives according to the will and 
commands of Christ; lives that testify of 
God’s grace and mercy to all people. 

The message of his newsletter can be sum-
marized with the following words: Chief of 
sinners though I be, Jesus shed his blood for 
me. Died that I might live on high, Lives that 
I may never die (LSB 611:1). 

In Christ,  
Rector Heinz Hiestermann



 

LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY IN TSHWANE NEWSLETTER 3, 2022 

  Trip Report for the Intensive Class on the Formula of Concord 
May 30 – June 10, 2022: Rev. Andy Wright 

Traveling to South Africa, or Africa in general, was a new experience for me. Arriving at the cam-
pus, I was walking onto a place where I, along with Prof. Pless, felt welcomed instantly. It was a 
rewarding experience to get to know and interact with the various seminarians from different parts 
of Africa. The trip started off a bit eventful with the accident involving Professor Pless, but thanks 
be to God that it was not worse, and the Lord guarded and kept him safe. 

 

of them focusing on issues of pastoral care and the confession of these articles of faith as a pastor 
serving God’s people. That was, perhaps, one of the most rewarding things for me to see as the 
instructor: how this confession of God’s word made by the Formula of Concord was shaping and 
forming not only how the seminarians were thinking but how they were answering issues of the day 
they would face as pastors. 

Sound theology confesses Christ and comforts God’s people. Even in the refutation of errors the 
clarity of confession aids in showing forth Christ and his work. The formulators of the Formula of 
Concord knew this and confessed it. 

 

 

Being asked to teach a course at LTS was a 
great honor and humbling thing. My area of 
focus for my S.T.M. and now as I am working 
on the completion of my Ph.D. is the Lutheran 
Confessions and in particular the Formula of 
Concord. Being asked to teach an intensive 
course on the Formula of Concord, then, was 
something I was very excited about and felt 
confident in terms of the subject.  

The class itself went very well. The Formula 

of Concord has some very deep theological 

content but using Timothy Wengert’s book, A 

Formula for Parish Practice, helped to shape 

our classroom discussions. 

(Left: Rev. Wright after preaching at Matins with 

students Oageng and Given.)  

There were plenty of discussions regarding 

the appointed topic(s) for the day with most  

 

This confession continues even today amid all that 

the church is tempted to follow such as new ideo-

logies and methods that compromise the historic, 

faithful confession of the church through the ages. 

Lord willing, the students were able to learn more 

of and appreciate the Formula of Concord in their 

lives and the life of the church. 

I thank God for the opportunity to have made this 

trip and the St. Philip Lutheran Mission Society for 

providing the means to do so. I pray God’s contin-

ued blessings about this institution that it would re-

main faithful and for Rector Hiestermann as he 

leads it to be a beacon of confessional Lutheran 

pastoral formation in Africa. 

 

Rev. Wright and Dr. John Pless 

https://www.amazon.com/Formula-Parish-Practice-Congregations-Quarterly/dp/1506427030
https://www.amazon.com/Formula-Parish-Practice-Congregations-Quarterly/dp/1506427030
https://www.splms.org/
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CURRENT LTS HAPPENING:  

• German Student Volunteer: On Friday, 
September 2, we said goodbye to our vol-
unteer from Germany, Jacob Müller. Ja-
cob, a member of the SELK in Germany, 
had spent around six weeks at our semi-
nary. He spent most of his time in the St. 
Athanasius Library, entering our library 
books into the digital system so that book 
searches can more easily be done. It was 
wonderful having Jacob around. He was 
an enthusiastic volunteer, whose positive 
nature uplifted us all. He will be missed!  
Jacob got along well with our students. 
One night, they spoiled him with a tradi-
tional South African meal – runaways 
(chicken feet!) 

 

Photo above: Jacob Müller and rector Hiester-
mann 

 

• LTS at Mission Festival in Fairlands, Johannesburg: On Sunday, July 31, LTS was 

invited to the annual mission festival of the St. Paul’s Evangelical Lutheran Church 

Fairland, FELSISA. LTS students and staff participated in the divine service: LTS lecturer 

Rev. Mintesinot Birru preached on verses from Romans 10, student chairperson Mpho 

Moema did the readings, and 

the students performed two 

hymns (see photo left).  

 

 

After the service, we were 

served with delicious soup and 

had the opportunity to interact 

with the congregation 

members. It was indeed a 

blessed day. We thank the 

Fairland congregation for 

inviting us! 

 

 

 

 

https://www.selk.de/
https://sites.google.com/view/stpaulslutheranchurch/home
https://sites.google.com/view/stpaulslutheranchurch/home
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• LTS Rector at Mission Festival: On Sunday, September 4, Rector Hiestermann was 

invited to the Mission Festival of the Congregation of Christ, Kirchdorf (FELSISA). 

Rector Hiestermann had done his vicarage in this congregation nine years ago. During 

the divine service, he preached on Acts 9:1-20. Afterwards he gave a presentation 

on the work of LTS. It is always a privilage to visit various congregatations and present 

the work of the LTS to them. 

 

• Help from additional Lecturers: LTS 

is struggling with a shortage of lec-

turers. And when Rev. John Nkam-

bule fell ill earlier this year, the 

shortage of lecturers became criti-

cal. We are grateful that Dr. S.E. 

Sithole (who also teaches an inten-

sive course this year), Dr. Christoph 

Weber, and Rev. Kurt Böhmer 

agreed to teach some classes. Rev. 

Böhmer is a pastor of the St. Paul’s 

congregation of the FELSISA in Pre-

toria. Drs. Sithole and Weber are 

both living in Durban. During the sec-

ond academic semester, they are 

both frequently travelling to LTS. 

Their classes have been divided into 

four one-week blocks. This way, we are able to complete the required credit hours 

for the courses they are teaching. Dr. Sithole is teaching Johannine Literature, Dr. 

Weber the Augsburg Confession and its Apology.  

We are grateful that Rev. Nkambule had returned to health and, God willing, he will 

return to seminary later this month, completing the courses he could not complete dur-

ing the first academic semester. 

Dr. Elliot Sithole 

https://kirchdorf.co.za/
https://www.felsisa-pretoria.co.za/
https://www.felsisa-pretoria.co.za/
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• Accreditation update: In the previous newsletter, it had been reported that LTS has 

been conditionally accredited. Two conditions still had to be met: 1. Resubmission of 

some policy documents; 2. a site visit. Since then, all documentation for accreditation 

has been approved.  

The final requirement for full accreditation is a site visit by the Council of Higher 

Education (CHE). The site visit serves two functions: 1. Assessing if the facilities are 

suitable for higher education purposes, and 2. establishing if the institution follows the 

necessary administrative procedures required for ensuring quality education. It is pro-

posed that the site visit will take place in December 2022 or January 2023.  

Since Covid, the CHE does its site visits virtually. Apart from submitting many docu-

ments virtually, we now must make a 30-minute video presentation, 

presenting the LTS facilities, staff, and students to the 

CHE. Please pray for a positive outcome of the 

accreditation process.  

Renovations done: Under supervision of 

our operations manager, Mr. Gustav Paul, 

necessary maintenance was done to many 

of the seminary buildings. Walls were 

painted, gutters and roof trusses replaced, 

plumbing and electrical upgrades were made. 

Here are some pictures! 

 

 
 

Without the support of our faithful donors, the LTS would not be able to exist. 
Thank you for all donations, support, and prayers! 
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HOW TO SUPPORT THE LTS: 
IF YOU LIVE IN EUROPE: Send it via Lutherische Kirchenmission (Bleckmarer Mis-

sion) e.V.: IBAN: DE09 2579 1635 0100 4239 00, BIC: GENODEF1HMN; 

(Spendenzweck „LTS“)  

IF YOU LIVE IN NORTH AMERICA: Send your donation via St. Philip Lutheran Mis-

sion Society - SPLMS.  

• Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society 

c/o Rev. Anthony Oliphant, Redeemer Lutheran Church 

123 E. St. Charles Rd., Elmhurst, IL 60126 

• PayPal via www.splms.org 

• Thrivent Choice: SPLMS can be supported through Thrivent Choice dol-

lars. You can direct Thrivent Choice dollars through www.thrivent.com 

or by calling 1-800-THRIVENT. 

• Amazon Smile: SPLMS can be supported through Amazon Smile, where 

a small percentage of every purchase goes to designated charities. Go 

to www.smile.amazon.com and search for ‘Saint Philip Lutheran Mission 

Society’   

IF YOU LIVE IN SOUTH AFRICA: The Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane is 

a registered Public Benefits Organization. Donations to LTS can be deducted accord-

ing to Section 18(a) in the South African tax laws. Donations are also possible via 

check or Paypal. Please see our website for details (www.lts.ac.za). 

Account Holder: "Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane NPC" 

Bank: ABSA, current account no. 860510030 Branch Code: 632005 Swift Code: 

ABSA ZA JJ 

Bank Address: ABSA Enterprise Business, Campus Building, 1102 Burnett Street, 

Hatfield, 0083 South Africa 

 

Coming up @LTS 

 Aug 29 – September 9 Intensive 3: Dr. Walter Steele / Dr. Elliot Sithole  

 September 9 – 25: Spring break 

 October 10 – 21 Intensive 4: Dr. W. Klän / Dr. C. Neddens 
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