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Dear Friends of LTS. By the grace of the Almighty God, we have com-

pleted the 2022 academic year with a closing Matins and Prizegiving. 

Inside are trip reports of intensive lecturers, as well as other seminary 

updates. 

  

  

 

Photos from our Prizegiving Ceremony  
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“For to us 

a child is 

born, to 

us a son is 

given; and 

the gov-

ernment 

shall be upon his shoulder, and his name shall 

be called Wonderful Counselor, Mighty God, Ev-

erlasting Father, Prince of Peace” (Isa 9:6). 

December has just started, and all the shopping 

malls here in South Africa have their Christmas 

decorations put up. Some have them up months 

ago already. The shops are trying to get us into 

the spirit of Christmas so that we spend some 

money buying gifts for our loved ones.  

Especially our children get excited at the pro-

spect of receiving gifts at Christmas. In the days 

leading up to Christmas, they keep asking, 

“When can I get my presents?” All the talk about 

gifts can become annoying, and sometimes I 

wonder if the true meaning of Christmas doesn’t 

get lost because of all the presents. It some-

times feels to me as if the presents we are giv-

ing each other are more important than what is 

actually celebrated: God’s gift to us in the birth 

of our Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ. 

The Bible does indeed describe Christmas as a 

gift. When Isaiah prophesizes the birth of the 

Saviour, he writes, “For to us a child is born, to 

us a son is given” (Isa 9:6). 

The one whom Isaiah prophesied about is our 

Lord and Saviour Jesus Christ about whom we 

read in Matthew 1, “You shall call his name Je-

sus, for he will save his people from their sins” 

(Mt 1:21). Jesus is the Saviour God promised 

to send to His people. 

He came into our world at Christmas. He saved 

us, not by exchanging gifts like we do, but by 

taking our sin unto him, dying on the cross for 

us, giving us the gift of salvation. Because of 

Him, we have forgiveness of sin and life eternal, 

free and without charge – as a gift.  

St. Paul writes in his letter to the Romans: “[We] 

are justified by his grace as a gift, through the 

redemption that is in Christ Jesus” (Ro 3:24). 

He repeats the wonderful news that eternal life 

is God’s gift to us in Jesus Christ when he writes 

a few chapters later: “For the wages of sin is 

death, but the free gift of God is eternal life in 

Christ Jesus our Lord” (Ro 6:23). 

This gift of God has been given to us in our bap-

tism. And in the Lord’s Supper, God continues 

to bring us the gift of forgiveness of sin and life 

eternal when we receive the true body and 

blood of Christ. As we read in Luke 22:19: “And 

he [Jesus] took bread, and when he had given 

thanks, he broke it and gave it to them, saying, 

“This is my body, which is given for you […] 

This cup that is poured out for you is the new 

covenant in my blood”  

I know that I 

am often 

frustrated or 

confused 

about the ex-

cessive gift-

ing of pre-

sents at 

Christmas. 

But Christ-

mas is indeed 

about the greatest gift of all. God becoming 

man, taking on flesh, coming into this world to 

save us, giving us the gift of life eternal. 

And maybe we can learn from the children who 

get so excited at Christmas, who are so happy 

when they are receiving gifts. Because have 

even more reason to be joyful; we have received 

the gift of eternal life, the greatest gift of all. 

Most of us will struggle to remember what pre-

sents we received last Christmas. Like the 

things of this world, the gifts we give each other 

are fleeting. But God’s gift to us will last forever. 

What great joy that “for to us a child is born, to 

us a son is given”. 

Christ has given us all we need, and in this 

newsletter, I would like to thank all who so gen-

erously have shared in the gift they have re-

ceived by giving – in various forms – to our 

seminary.  

In Christ,  

Rector Heinz Hiestermann



 

LUTHERAN THEOLOGICAL SEMINARY IN TSHWANE NEWSLETTER 4, 2022 

  

 

▪ Donations 

“The biggest crisis facing the evangelical, global church today, is the fact that many pastors, missionaries, 

and Christian leaders have no formal theological training. Recent studies show that over 90% of all pastors 

do not have a formal theological education. According to statistics, that equates to well over 2 million 

evangelical pastors worldwide. In addition, every year thousands of new churches are established, very 

often without a trained pastor or preacher” (https://www.re-forma.global/). 

LTS exists to train faithful workers for the Lutheran Church in Africa, providing quality confessional Lu-

theran Education. Simon Peter said to Jesus, “Lord, to whom shall we go? You have the words of eternal 

life, and we have believed, and have come to know, that you are the Holy One of God” (Jn 6:68-69). And 

St. Paul writes in his letter to the Romans, “For everyone who calls on the name of the Lord will be saved. 

How then will they call on him in whom they have not believed? And how are they to believe in him of 

whom they have never heard? And how are they to hear without someone preaching?” (Rm 10:13-14).  

We thank our local and international givers who make it possible for students to study at LTS, so that 

people of various African countries can hear the good news of Jesus Christ proclaimed faithfully to them. 

▪ Lecturers 

Facing a shortage of lecturers, Dr. Elliot Sithole and Dr. Christoph Weber have been teaching parttime at 

LTS this year and are planning to continue doing so in 2023. Another two parttime lecturers have been 

lined up. Most of our parttime lecturers teach on a voluntary basis. They offer up their time to share their 

knowledge with our students, without receiving renumeration. Thank you. 

Our fulltime lecturers and the support staff are also all dedicated and hardworking members of the LTS 

team. We want to express our thanks towards them, as well as to our intensive lecturers, who take the 

time and trouble to travel to LTS to share their knowledge with the students. We appreciate your coming. 

God bless! 

The Lutheran Church – Missouri Synod (LCMS) has offered to send an allegiance missionary from Brazil 

to LTS as additional lecturer. Rev. Fernando Huf, his wife Magda, and two daughters have applied for their 

visas to South Africa in July already but have had no feedback on their application. Please pray that they 

will receive their visas and be able to join us soon. We urgently need more fulltime academic staff mem-

bers! We thank the LCMS for offering to send us a lecturer, and for their continued support. 

▪ Volunteers 

This year, we had a volunteer from Germany spending time at LTS, helping us to digitalize the library 

catalogue. It was wonderful having Jacob Müller with us. Thank you to all Jacob and everyone who offered 

up time to help us. Thank you also to Dr. Manfred Johannes for continuing teaching the brass band! 

▪ Members and Board of Directors 

Representatives of the owner churches of LTS (LCSA; FELSISA; and MLC), as well as the Board of Direc-

tors, also offer up lots of their time and resources supporting the seminary, ensuring its smooth running. 

We are grateful for their input and guidance. The Board of Directors meets at a quarterly basis, discussing, 

student, operational, and financial matters. 

https://www.re-forma.global/
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GIFT FROM OUR INTERNATIONAL PARTNERS: 

TRIP REPORT ON INTESIVE COURSE BY DR. WALTER STEELE 
(Dr. Steele is an LCMS missionary who serves as theological educator and registrar of the Matongo 

Lutheran Theological College, Kenya. We are grateful for the LCMS-OIM for sponsoring the trip to LTS) 

Travelers:  Rev. Dr. Walter R. Steele; Mrs. Robyn Rueb Steele 

Date of Trip:  23 August – 10 Septem-

ber 2022 

Topic:  The General Epistles 

Persons Met: Rector, Rev. Dr. Heinz 

Hiestermann; Rev. 

Mintesinot Birru; Rev. 

Dr. Dieter Reinstorf 

(FELSISA Bishop); 

Rosemarie Rynners 

(secretary of the seminary); area pastors; 23 Students 

Narrative: We arrived at LTS from Nairobi Tuesday, 23 August, having just returned 

from vacation in the USA. This gave us five days to recover from jetlag 

before I began teaching. On Friday, 26 August, we spent several hours at 

the Botanical Gardens. Saturday, 27 August, Dr. Hiestermann took us to a 

Dutch festival, then to the Voortrekker Monument, before spending the 

evening at his home. We experienced some of the history of South Africa, 

realizing that the shadow of Apartheid still lingers over 

the country. Sunday, 24 August, we attended the Divine 

Service at the Lutheran Church that meets on campus.  

29 August – 02 September, and 05–10 September were 

the days that I taught General Epistles with an emphasis 

on 1 Peter. It was a combined class of first- and second-

year students. The second-year students had a basic un-

derstanding of Greek. The first-year students, who are 

only beginning the study of Greek, had essentially none. 

I, therefore, taught from the English Bible. 

During the weekend between the two weeks, we went to 

the Zoological Park on Saturday and attended the Ger-

man Church, St Paul’s, on Sunday. We met both the Ger-

man pastor and the pastor of the Afrikaans congregation, 

which meets next door. On Saturday, 10 September, we flew back 

to Nairobi. 
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Comments: The campus is small, with only two regular classrooms. To accommodate 

my class the chapel (within which the Sunday congregation meets) was 

used. 

 Daily chapel at the seminary begins at 0745 using the Lutheran Service 

Book. Responsive Prayer 1 is used on Monday and Thursday. Responsive 

Prayer 2 is followed Tuesdays and Fridays. The Litany is prayed on 

Wednesdays. During each service, a continuous reading from the Bible is 

read by a student. A portion of the Small Catechism is also recited (at all 

services through the week). Matins is sung on Mondays, Tuesdays, Thurs-

days, and Fridays. On Wednesdays the Order of Corporate Confession and 

Absolution is led by a local pastor, who preaches as well. The other days, 

the sermon is preached by a professor. I preached both Tuesdays that I 

taught. Vespers occurs in the evenings along with Brass Band practice. 

 LTS Tshwane is working toward accreditation of their programs. With the 

small teaching staff, this is a huge challenge. They are clearly looking for-

ward to the arrival of our Brazilian Alliance missionaries. 

 A word about the food service is in order. Each morning, a light breakfast 

of Maize porridge is served, along with some fruit. A hot lunch with a 

serving of meat, usually two to three vegetables, and a starch are served. 

The students tend a garden on campus, which supplements their meals. 

There are also chickens, so the school has fresh eggs every day. 

 We were well taken care of the entire time we were there. We stayed on 

campus in a guest house, which was adequate for the two and a half 

weeks we were there. A laundry machine is on campus for the students’ 

use. Our clothes were also washed weekly. 

 
Dr. Steele together with the students 
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Unfamiliar to us was, at first, teaching in a foreign language. But since none of us - teachers 

and learners alike - speak English as our mother tongue, we quickly got used to speaking "as 

our beak has grown" (German saying) - and enjoyed the Congolese, South African, Ethiopian, 

or even German accents of this language, which now united us all as learners.  

I (Christian) am a professor of systematic theology at the Lutherische Theologische 

Hochschule Oberursel in Germany, near Frankfurt International Airport. In the two-week in-

tensive course, I was to provide an in-depth look at Luther's life and thought. The focus was 

on reading some of the main writings of the young Luther: In the Heidelberg Disputation of 

1518, for example, Luther had programmatically presented his theology and contrasted it to 

the prevailing scholastic method of the late Middle Ages. Here Luther unfolded his "theology 

of the cross," with which he summed up God's blameless love for the sinner. We also inten-

sively discussed Luther's "On the Freedom of a Christian", which is perhaps the best-known 

of Luther's writings apart from the catechisms. Again and again, references were made to 

contemporary issues. I was enthusiastic about how current and helpful Luther's theology is 

also in the African context, and how many connections could be drawn again and again. I 

was able to learn much more about African cultures in the lessons on Martin Luther than I 

have expected. In addition, it was necessary to outline in class the development of Luther's 

thinking and the most important themes and conflicts of the Wittenberg Reformation up to 

the writing of the Confessio Augustana in 1530.  

A film evening with homemade popcorn and potato chips, watching the Luther Film, made 

Luther's life come alive once again - and from what we had learned, we were able to deter-

mine where the filmmakers had remained true to the historical model and where not. 

I (Anne) am a senior physician at a psychiatric-psychosomatic clinic and an adjunct lecturer 

at the Lutheran Theological University Oberursel. I earned my PHD with work on pain therapy. 

My intensive course was about "Mental Illness and Pastoral Care." In the course we learned 

about the most common mental illnesses such as depression, schizophrenia, and addiction. 

As expected, the topic of "trauma" played a major role in our lessons - against the background 

of violence, flight, and war experiences.  

 

 

  

One of the Jacaranda Trees on Campus 

 

Theological work in the shade of 

Jacaranda trees:  

A trip report by Dr. Christian and Dr. 

Anne Neddens 

When we arrived in Tshwane / Pretoria, a 

sea of purple-violet colours overwhelmed 

us. It was October, the time of the Jaca-

randa blossoms. Even in the middle of the 

Lutheran Theological Seminary campus, 

such a blooming giant grows, which only 

shed its purple splendour when we left the 

campus after two weeks. 

We were warmly welcomed by the staff 

and students of the seminary. For two 

weeks we lived together, ate together, cel-

ebrated devotions, and studied together. 
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It was helpful that the student body consisted of students of various ages and that we thus 

could exchange experiences regarding mental suffering among different generations. One 

focus of the lessons was the question of how we recognize mental illness and what medical 

help can be offered, what possibilities there are in pastoral care and where the limits are. In 

small exercises, we practiced talking to mentally ill people and asked what can help them 

spiritually. 

In our two weeks we (Christian and Anne) met 23 wonderful inquisitive and open-minded 

students, some of whom had been separated from their families for years, in order to study 

theology here at the seminary and prepare themselves to share the comforting message of 

God's saving love and to serve their congregations as pastors one day.  

Inspiring were the devotions, which took place every morning and in which the students 

practiced liturgical behavior and worship leadership. Twice I (Christian) was also allowed to 

serve as a preacher here, preaching on 1 Tim 1:12-17 and Isa 12:1-6. 

Every noon we met for a meal together, which Emily, the campus cook, had lovingly pre-

pared. We enjoyed sharing lunch with the other guest lecturer Tobias Ahlers and with Dr. 

Heinz Hiestermann, John Nkambule and Mintesinot Birru, the current full-time lecturers at 

the seminary. Rosemarie Rynners provided us every morning with the copies we needed for 

the daily classes and Gustav Paul brought in whatever else was needed. Many thanks for 

that! That was wonderful! It was also nice to be accommodated directly on campus in the 

cozy guest apartment and thus also be able to participate in the daily life of the campus 

community. 
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Two wonderful highlights were an Ethiopian and a South African evening: Rev. Mintesinot 

Birru, who besides his work as lecturer and librarian of the seminary is also working in-

tensively on a PHD, had invited us to an Ethiopian meal - with injera, the traditional sour 

flat bread and different delicious meats and vegetable sauces. On another evening, we 

were invited to Heinz and Renate Hiestermann's home for a genuine South African braai. 

Both were wonderful opportunities for deeper conversation. Many thanks for the wonder-

ful hospitality.  

But there was also a German meal - namely coffee with (almost) real Black Forest cake 

with all campus residents. For I (Christian) was allowed to celebrate half a century of life 

on this beautiful planet - with guests from half of Africa. Super.  

A few times Anne was able to make herself practically useful on campus as a doctor. On 

Sundays we attended services in Soweto, where Rev. Mintesinot was on duty, in the FEL-

SISA in Pretoria, where we met many familiar faces again - also from Germany - and the 

ELKSA (NT) in Rustenburg. There, too, we met - quite unexpectedly - distant relatives. It 

is a small world! 

It was a pleasure and an honor to be able to teach at LTS. We talked a lot about the 

upcoming accreditation - God grant that the recognition of the Seminary will go smoothly. 

We are convinced of the quality of the seminary and its staff! 

It was not easy for us to say goodbye to the campus, and we hope to be able to teach 

again in Tshwane in one of the next intensive courses. May God grant it.  

God's blessing to all teachers, learners and staff at the seminary. 

Your Christian and Anne 
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MORE LTS NEWS:  

• New phone number: Due to continues struggles with the previous telephone provider, 
LTS has a new phone number. You can reach our secretary, Mrs. Rosemarie Rynners, 
at +27120300520. 

• Assessor course: As part of the accreditation 

process, most of our lecturers have now completed 

an assessor course, qualifiying them to officially 

assess the performance of students through various 

assessment methods. 

 

• Accreditation update: In the previous newslet-

ters it had been reported that LTS has been condi-

tionally accredited. The last step before full accred-

itation by the South African Department of Higher 

Education, the Council of Higher Education, and 

SAQA, is a virtual site visit. 

For the virtual site visit, a video which shows our cam-

pus and introduces the lecturers had to be made. All 

of us were very nervous about making the video. We have little experience in talking in 

front of a camera! But the videographer was great and put everyone at ease. 

The virtual site visit is scheduled for February 2023.  

 

• Moderation: During the recent November examinations, examination papers were 

pre- and post-moderated for the first time. Moderation serves as a tool to ensure that 

all examination papers are on the same level, and that the standards of the papers 

meet government requirements.  

Pre-moderation checks that the content of the examination paper is the same as the 

module content contained in the study guide of each module, that there are no unam-

biguous questions, that the marks are correctly tallied, and that the paper is set at the 

correct standard. It also comments on the strengths and weaknesses of the examination 

paper. The purpose of post-moderation is to ensure that the marking is done correctly, 

and that the correct marks are entered onto the academic records of the students.  

Moderation was a new experience for us all, but we have learned that it is a useful 

tool for ensuring high academic standards! 
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HOW TO SUPPORT THE LTS: 
IF YOU LIVE IN EUROPE: Send it via Lutherische Kirchenmission (Bleckmarer Mission) e.V.: 

IBAN: DE09 2579 1635 0100 4239 00, BIC: GENODEF1HMN; (Spendenzweck „LTS“)  

IF YOU LIVE IN NORTH AMERICA: Send your donation via St. Philip Lutheran Mission Society - 

SPLMS.  

• Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society 

c/o Rev. Anthony Oliphant, Redeemer Lutheran Church 

123 E. St. Charles Rd., Elmhurst, IL 60126 

• PayPal via www.splms.org 

• Thrivent Choice: SPLMS can be supported through Thrivent Choice dollars. You can direct 

Thrivent Choice dollars through www.thrivent.com or by calling 1-800-THRIVENT. 

• Amazon Smile: SPLMS can be supported through Amazon Smile, where a small percentage 

of every purchase goes to designated charities. Go to www.smile.amazon.com and search 

for ‘Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society’  

• LCMS’s Mission Central 

Gifts can be made online through the link https://missioncentral.us/donation-form/?pro-

ject=LTS%20Seminary%20Pretoria&reference=ZA0001-60604&id=IM0020ECXXXH000 

If writing a check, please make the gift to: The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod. In the 

memo line, write: ZA0001-60604: LTS Seminary South Africa. And send the gift to: The 

Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, P.O. Box 66861, St. Louis MO, 63166-6861. 

Or, to make a gift by phone, please call: 1-888-930-4438 and designate the gift to “ZA0001-

60604: LTS Seminary South Africa”.  

IF YOU LIVE IN SOUTH AFRICA: The Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane is a registered 

Public Benefits Organization. Donations to LTS can be deducted according to Section 18(a) in the 

South African tax laws. Donations are also possible via check or Paypal. Please see our website 

for details (www.lts.ac.za). 

Account Holder: "Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane NPC" 

Bank: ABSA, current account no. 860510030 Branch Code: 632005 Swift Code: ABSA ZA JJ 

Bank Address: ABSA Enterprise Business, Campus Building, 1102 Burnett Street, Hatfield, 0083 

South Africa 

Coming up @LTS 
 February 1, 2023 : Welcome Day for new students 

 February 2: Start of the 2023 academic year 

 February 27 – March 10 Intensive 1: Dr. J. Pless (Christian Ethics) & Rev. T. 

Mech (Pastors and Elders) 

LTS: 790 Arcadia Street, Arcadia, 0083 | P. O. Box 12547, Hatfield, 0028 | South Africa 

LTS: 790 Arcadia Street, Arcadia, 0083 | P. O. Box 12547, Hatfield, 0028 | South Africa 

T: +27 (0)12 030 0520 | E: LTSinTshwane@gmail.com | www.lts.ac.za 

https://missioncentral.us/donation-form/?project=LTS%20Seminary%20Pretoria&reference=ZA0001-60604&id=IM0020ECXXXH000
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