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Trip Reports
I n  t h i s  n e w s l e t t e r ,  y o u  w i l l  f i n d  t r i p
r e p o r t s  b y  P r o f .  J o h n  T .  P l e s s  a n d
P a s t o r  M i c h a e l  J .  R o t h ,  w h o  w e r e
t e a c h i n g  i n t e n s i v e  c o u r s e s  a t  L T S  f r o m
3 - 1 4  M a r c h  2 0 2 5 .  
 
P l e a s e  k e e p  o n  p r a y i n g  f o r  o u r  s e m i n a r y ,
i t s  s t a f f  a n d  s t u d e n t s ,  a n d  a l s o  f o r  t h e
w o r k  o u r  g r a d u a t e s  a r e  d o i n g !  

The 1  report is  from Prof.  Pless:s t

Although I  arrived in South Africa two days
late due to needing to be in St.  Louis for a
CTCR meeting and then a cancelled fl ight
stateside,  I  did arrive in Johannesburg on
Tuesday evening,  March 4.  The next day,  I
commenced teaching Catechetics I  for 25
students ( including a few pastors who
audited the class).

Catechetics I  covered the historical
background of Luther’s Catechisms and the
first three chief parts.  Students received
copies of my Luther’s Small  Catechism: A
Manual for Discipleship and Luther’s Large
Catechism with Annotations and
Contemporary Applications.

Prof. John Pless (left), 
Pastor Michael Roth (right),
and SRC chair K. Motsemme



A l o n g  w i t h  t h e  S m a l l  C a t e c h i s m ,  t h e s e  b o o k s  s e r v e d  a s  p r i m a r y  t e x t s  f o r
t h e  c l a s s .  T h e  l e c t u r e s  c o v e r e d  t h e  c e n t r a l  t h e o l o g i c a l  m o t i f s  i n  t h e  T e n
C o m m a n d m e n t s ,  t h e  C r e e d ,  a n d  t h e  L o r d ’ s  P r a y e r  a n d  t h e  k e y  b i b l i c a l
t e x t s  t h a t  L u t h e r  u s e d  i n  w h a t  h a s  b e e n  c a l l e d  “ t h e  B i b l e  o f  t h e  l a i t y . ”  A
m a j o r  p o r t i o n  o f  t h e  c l a s s  w a s  a  t e a c h i n g  p r a c t i c u m  w h e r e  e a c h  s t u d e n t
t a u g h t  a  c a t e c h e t i c a l  t o p i c  i n  t h e  p r e s e n c e  o f  t h e i r  p e e r s  a n d  r e c e i v e d
f e e d b a c k .  T h e  c o u r s e  a i m e d  t o  g i v e  s t u d e n t s  a  g o o d  g r a s p  o f  t h e  d o c t r i n a l
c o n t e n t  o f  t h e  C a t e c h i s m  a n d  h e l p  t h e m  d e v e l o p  p e d a g o g i c a l  s k i l l s  t o
t e a c h  i t  i n  t h e  c o n g r e g a t i o n .  G o d  w i l l i n g  i t ,  I  w i l l  r e t u r n  t o  t h e  s e m i n a r y  t o
t e a c h  C a t e c h e t i c s  I I  ( B a p t i s m ,  A b s o l u t i o n / O f f i c e  o f  t h e  K e y s ,  S a c r a m e n t  o f
t h e  A l t a r ,  D a i l y  P r a y e r s  a n d  t h e  T a b l e  o f  D u t i e s  i n  A u g u s t .
I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  t e a c h i n g ,  I  p r e a c h e d  a t  M a t i n s  t w i c e  ( M a r c h  6  a n d  1 1 ) .  A s
a l w a y s ,  I  e n j o y e d  t h e  h o s p i t a l i t y  o f  f a c u l t y  c o l l e a g u e s  a n d  s t u d e n t s
( e s p e c i a l l y  t h e  t r i p s  t o  t h e  E t h i o p i a n  r e s t a u r a n t  i n  S u n n y s i d e ) .  

I  a p p r e c i a t e d  t h e  o p p o r -
t u n i t y  t o  c o n s u l t  w i t h
R e v.  N t s e  S h u t t l e w o r t h  o n
h i s  u s e  o f  t h e  w o r k  o f
O s w a l d  B a y e r  i n  a
d o c t o r a l  d i s s e r t a t i o n  i n
e t h i c s  a t  t h e  U n i v e r s i t y
o f  P r e t o r i a .  I  a m  p l e a s e d
t h a t  R e v.  S h u t t l e w o r t h ’s
d o c t o r a l  w o r k  i s  b u i l d i n g
o n  h i s  s t u d i e s  i n  p r e -
v i o u s  i n t e n s i v e  c o u r s e s .

L e f t :  S t u d e n t s  p r e s e n -
t i n g  d u r i n g  c l a s s .

P ro f.  P l e s s  te a c h i n g  h i s
c l a s s  o n  Lu t h e r ’s

C a te c h i s m s



I n  a d d i t i o n  t o  b o o k s  b r o u g h t  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s  t o  u s e  i n  c l a s s ,  I  w a s  a b l e  t o
b r i n g  t h e  r e m a i n d e r  o f  m y  c o l l e c t i o n  o f  t h e  j o u r n a l ,  L u t h e r a n  Q u a r t e r l y  f o r
t h e  l i b r a r y .  T h e  s e m i n a r y  n o w  h a s  a  s e t  o f  t h i s  j o u r n a l .  W e  a r e  s t i l l  w o r k i n g
t o  c o m p l e t e  t h e  l i b r a r y ’ s  s e t  o f  t h e  A m e r i c a n  E d i t i o n  o f  L u t h e r ’ s  W o r k s
a n d  t h e  C o n c o r d i a  C o m m e n t a r y  s e r i e s .  W i t h  c o n t i n u e d  c o n t r i b u t i o n s  f r o m
d o n o r s ,  t h i s  w i l l  c o m e  t o  f r u i t i o n  i n  t h e  n e a r  f u t u r e .
A s  i s  o u r  c u s t o m ,  w e  e n d e d  t h e  t w o - w e e k  i n t e n s i v e  c o u r s e  w i t h  a
c e l e b r a t o r y  b r a a i  o n  M a r c h  1 4 .  W e  c o n t i n u e  t o  p r a y  t h a t  t w o  o f  o u r
g r a d u a t e s  w h o  h a v e  b e e n  a c c e p t e d  i n t o  t h e  M A  p r o g r a m  a t  C o n c o r d i a
T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y  i n  F o r t  W a y n e  w i l l  s o o n  r e c e i v e  t h e i r  v i s a s  s o  t h a t
t h e y  m a y  c o n t i n u e  t h e i r  s t u d i e s  i n  L u t h e r a n  t h e o l o g y .
I  c o n c l u d e  b y  o f f e r i n g  m y  s i n c e r e  t h a n k s  t o  t h e  i n d i v i d u a l s  a n d
c o n g r e g a t i o n s  i n  t h e  U S A  w h o  c o n t i n u e  t o  s u p p o r t  t h e s e  t e a c h i n g  t r i p s ,
w h i c h  h a v e  b e e n  g o i n g  o n  s i n c e  2 0 0 9 .  I  a m  a l s o  g r a t e f u l  t o  R e c t o r  D r .
H e i n z  H i e s t e r m a n n ,  t h e  f a c u l t y ,  a n d  s t a f f  a t  L T S  f o r  t h e i r  g r a c i o u s
w e l c o m e .

M o r e  s t u d e n t s  g i v i n g
p r e s e n t a t i o n s  i n  t h e
c l a s s  o f  P r o f.  P l e s s .

R e v.  R o t h  a n d  P r o f.  P l e s s
e n j o y i n g  a  m e a l  a t  t h e

h o u s e  o f  LC M S
a l l e g i a n c e  m i s s i o n a r y

R e v.  Fe r n a n d o  H u f,  a l o n g
w i t h  LT S  f a c u l t y

m e m b e r s



HOW TO SUPPORT THE LTS:
IF YOU LIVE IN NORTH AMERICA: Send your donation via St. Philip Lutheran

Mission Society - SPLMS. 

• Saint Philip Lutheran Mission Society
c/o Rev. Anthony Oliphant, Redeemer Lutheran Church

123 E. St. Charles Rd., Elmhurst, IL 60126
• PayPal via www.splms.org

• Thrivent Choice: SPLMS can be supported through Thrivent Choice dollars.
You can direct Thrivent Choice dollars through www.thrivent.com or by

calling 1-800-THRIVENT.

• LCMS’s Mission Central
Gifts can be made online through the link

https://missioncentral.us/donation-form/?
project=LTS%20Seminary%20Pretoria&reference=ZA0001-

60604&id=IM0020ECXXXH000
If writing a check, please make the gift to: The Lutheran Church-Missouri
Synod. In the memo line, write: ZA0001-60604: LTS Seminary South Africa.

And send the gift to: The Lutheran Church-Missouri Synod, P.O. Box 66861, St.
Louis MO, 63166-6861.

Or, to make a gift by phone, please call: 1-888-930-4438 and designate the
gift to “ZA0001-60604: LTS Seminary South Africa”. 

Mission: “The LTS is a mission agency seeking to graduateMission: “The LTS is a mission agency seeking to graduateMission: “The LTS is a mission agency seeking to graduate
multipliers for the Lutheran Church in Africa.”multipliers for the Lutheran Church in Africa.”multipliers for the Lutheran Church in Africa.”

   Vision: “To provide quality confessional Lutheran formation.”Vision: “To provide quality confessional Lutheran formation.”Vision: “To provide quality confessional Lutheran formation.”

LTS R E C E I V E S M A N Y R E Q U E STS F R O M  VA R I O U S A F R I CA N  C H U R C H  B O D I E S TO S E N T
ST U D E N TS TO O U R  S E M I N A RY.  B U T TA K I N G I N  ST U D E N TS F R O M  OT H E R  A F R I CA N

C O U N T R I E S I S  E X P E N S I V E ,  AS E X P E N S E S F O R  T R AV E L ,  AC C O M M O DAT I O N ,  T U I T I O N ,
M E D I CA L A I D,  A N D A ST I P E N D M U ST B E  I N C LU D E D.  P L E AS E  S U P P O RT LTS TO B E  A B L E

TO G R A D UAT E  M O R E  M U LT I P L I E R S F O R  T H E  LU T H E R A N  C H U R C H  I N  A F R I CA .  



Trip Report Rev. Michael Roth

I am happy to report on a successful intensive course on the history and theology of

Martin Luther. Our class consisted of 21 theological students who were in their first,

second, or third year of studies to become Lutheran pastors. I was pleased with the

active participation and discussion that took place daily. The students’ questions and

comments were thoughtful and demonstrated good comprehension of the course

materials. They also consistently were well prepared for each class period, having

accomplished the daily reading and writing assignments. Performance on the final exam

also demonstrated sufficient mastery of the course content.

It was clear to me that these students were seeking to find the relevant application of

the course material to pastoral ministry. Although history and systematic theology can

seem a bit academic at times, our class discussions focused on parish ministry and the

power of God’s Word to impact people’s lives. Appreciation for the course and its

relevance to ministry was also evident in conversations outside the classroom.

Personally, I enjoyed the time at TLS immensely. The hospitality of the staff, students,

and supporters of the seminary was first-rate. The engagement with students who are

committed to the Word, are eager followers of Jesus, and have a heart for people made

the trip a joy. I would welcome the opportunity to return with the Lord’s blessings.

Truly, I benefited as much as the students, as together we shared in the Lord’s work.

R e v.  R o t h  ( S e n i o r  Pa s t o r  a t  Tr i n i t y,  S t .  J o s e p h )  t e a c h i n g
t h e  LT S  s t u d e n t s  i n  t h e  c h a p e l



H O W  T O  S U P P O R T  T H E  L T S :
I F  Y O U  L I V E  I N  E U R O P E :  S e n d  i t  v i a  L u t h e ﻿r i s c h e  K i r c h e n m i s s i o n  ( B l e c k m a r e r

M i s s i o n )  e . V . :  I B A N :  D E 0 9  2 5 7 9  1 6 3 5  0 1 0 0  4 2 3 9  0 0 ,  B I C :  G E N O D E F 1 H M N ;
( S p e n d e n z w e c k  „ L T S “ )  

I F  Y O U  L I V E  I N  S O U T H  A F R I C A :  T h e  L u t h e r a n  T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y  i n  T s h w a n e
i s  a  r e g i s t e r e d  P u b l i c  B e n e f i t s  O r g a n i z a t i o n .  D o n a t i o n s  t o  L T S  c a n  b e

d e d u c t e d  a c c o r d i n g  t o  S e c t i o n  1 8 ( a )  i n  t h e  S o u t h  A f r i c a n  t a x  l a w s .  P l e a s e
s e e  o u r  w e b s i t e  f o r  d e t a i l s  ( w w w . l t s . a c . z a ) .

A c c o u n t  H o l d e r :  " L u t h e r a n  T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y  i n  T s h w a n e  N P C "
B a n k :  A B S A ,  c u r r e n t  a c c o u n t  n o .  8 6 0 5 1 0 0 3 0  B r a n c h  C o d e :  6 3 2 0 0 5  S w i f t

C o d e :  A B S A  Z A  J J
B a n k  A d d r e s s :  A B S A  E n t e r p r i s e  B u s i n e s s ,  C a m p u s  B u i l d i n g ,  1 1 0 2  B u r n e t t

S t r e e t ,  H a t f i e l d ,  0 0 8 3  S o u t h  A f r i c a

R e v.  R o t h  a n d  P r o f.
P l e s s  w i t h  t h e

E t h i o p i a n  s t u d e n t s  a n d
s t a f f  a t  a n  E t h i o p i a n

R e s t a u r a n t

Re cto r  H i e s te r m a n n
a n d  P ro f.  P l e s s  w i t h

t h e Lu t h e ra n
Q u a r te r l y  J o u r n a l
c o p i e s P ro f.  P l e s s

b ro u g h t  a l o n g .  Th a n k
yo u !  


