
T h e  I n t e r n a t i o n a l  L u t h e r a n  C o u n c i l ’ s  ( 2 0 2 6 )  W o r l d  S e m i n a r i e s
C o n f e r e n c e  t o o k  p l a c e  i n  P r e t o r i a  f r o m  J u n e  2 2 - 2 5 .  T h e  t h e m e
f o r  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e  w a s :  “ B e i n g  H u m a n ,  B e i n g  C h r i s t i a n :
T h e o l o g i c a l  A n t h r o p o l o g y  i n  C h u r c h  a n d  S e m i n a r y . ”
A  t o t a l  o f  3 2  t h e o l o g i c a l  s c h o o l s  i n  3 0  n a t i o n s  w e r e
r e p r e s e n t e d  a t  t h e  c o n f e r e n c e ,  w i t h  m o r e  t h a n  6 0
p a r t i c i p a n t s  i n  t o t a l  a t t e n d i n g .  T h e  h o s t  s e m i n a r y  f o r  t h i s
y e a r ’ s  e v e n t  w a s  o u r  L u t h e r a n  T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y  i n
T s h w a n e ,  a n d  l e a d e r s  o f  t h e  I L C ’ s  t h r e e  m e m b e r  c h u r c h
b o d i e s  i n  S o u t h  A f r i c a — t h e  C o n f e s s i o n a l  L u t h e r a n  S y n o d  i n
S o u t h  A f r i c a  ( C L C S A ) ,  t h e  F r e e  E v a n g e l i c a l  L u t h e r a n  S y n o d  i n
S o u t h  A f r i c a  ( F E L S I S A ) ,  a n d  t h e  L u t h e r a n  S y n o d  i n  S o u t h
A f r i c a  ( L C S A )  a l l  p a r t i c i p a t e d  i n  t h e  e v e n t .
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I L C  S E M I N A R I E S  C O N F E R E N C E  
H E L D  I N  P R E T O R I A



I t  w a s  a  p r i v i l e g e  f o r  o u r  s e m i n a r y  t o  b e  i n v o l v e d  i n  h o s t i n g
t h i s  w o n d e r f u l  e v e n t .  A t  t h e  e v e n t ,  L T S  a d j u n c t  l e c t u r e r  R e v .
D r .  C h r i s  W e b e r  ( p h o t o  b e l o w )  g a v e  a  p a p e r  o n  “ L u t h e r a n
A n t h r o p o l o g y  a n d  S i n  i n  S o c i e t a l  S t r u c t u r e s ” .  R e v .  D r .  T o b i a s
S c h ü t z e ,  p a r t t i m e  l e c t u r e r  a t  L T S ,  s e r v e d  a s  c h a p l a i n .

T h e  c o n f e r e n c e  a l s o  s a w  t h e  a n n o u n c e m e n t  o f  t h e  n e w  I L C
S e m i n a r i e s  C o m m i t t e e .  S e r v i n g  f o r  t h e  n e x t  t h r e e  y e a r s  a r e :

R e v .  D r .  J u n  H y u n  K i m  ( A s i a )
D r .  C y n t h i a  L u m l e y  ( E u r o p e )
R e v .  D r .  S e r g i o  S c h e l s k e  ( L a t i n  A m e r i c a )
R e v .  K i r k  R a d f o r d  ( N o r t h  A m e r i c a )
R e v .  D r .  H e i n z  H i e s t e r m a n n  ( A f r i c a )

M e m b e r s  o f  t h e  c o m m i t t e e  w e r e  i n s t a l l e d  d u r i n g  t h e
c o n f e r e n c e ’ s  c l o s i n g  s e r v i c e .  M o r e  i n f o r m a t i o n  a b o u t  t h e
s e m i a r i e s  c o n f e r e n c e  c a n  b e  f o u n d  o n  t h i s  l i n k :

h t t p s : / / i l c o u n c i l . o r
g / 2 0 2 6 / 0 7 / 0 9 / t h e -
i l c s - 2 0 2 6 - w o r l d -
s e m i n a r i e s -
c o n f e r e n c e - i n -
b r i e f /

P h o t o s  a r e  t a k e n
f r o m  t h e  I L C
w e b s i t e .

https://ilcouncil.org/2026/06/27/2026-world-seminaries-conference-comes-to-a-close/
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https://ilcouncil.org/2026/06/27/2026-world-seminaries-conference-comes-to-a-close/


F r o m  A p r i l  1 0  t o  J u n e  1 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  I  w a s  o n  a s s i g n m e n t  a t  t h e
L u t h e r a n  T h e o l o g i c a l  S e m i n a r y  i n  T s h w a n e ,  P r e t o r i a ,  R S A
( L T S ) .  A t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  t h e  r e c t o r ,  R e v .  D r .  H e i n z
H i e s t e r m a n n ,  a n d  i n  c o n s u l t a t i o n  w i t h  M i s s i o n  D i r e c t o r  R e v .
E d m u n d  H o h l s ,  I  t a u g h t  a  c o u r s e  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r  o f  t h e
2 0 2 6  a c a d e m i c  y e a r  o n  t h e  t h e o l o g y  o f  t h e  L u t h e r a n
C o n f e s s i o n a l  W r i t i n g s  ( f o c u s :  t h e  S m a l c a l d  A r t i c l e s  a n d  t h e
F o r m u l a  o f  C o n c o r d ) .
A f t e r  t e a c h i n g  t w o -  o r  t h r e e - w e e k  i n t e n s i v e  c o u r s e s  ( 2 0 0 8
t h r o u g h  2 0 1 9  a n d  2 0 2 2 )  o n  b e h a l f  o f  t h e  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h
M i s s i o n  i n  G e r m a n y  a n d  t h e  a s s i g n m e n t  i n  t h e  s e c o n d  q u a r t e r
o f  t h e  f i r s t  s e m e s t e r ,  a  l o n g e r  t e a c h i n g  u n i t  s p a n n i n g  a n
e n t i r e  q u a r t e r  p r o v e d  t o  b e  e x t r e m e l y  b e n e f i c i a l .  B a s e d  o n
l a s t  y e a r ’ s  e x p e r i e n c e ,  t h e  r e q u i r e d  w o r k l o a d — e s p e c i a l l y  t h e
r e a d i n g  l o a d  f o r  t h e  s t u d e n t s — i s  b e t t e r  d i s t r i b u t e d  t h i s  w a y
t h a n  i n  s h o r t e r  u n i t s .
T h e  c o u r s e ,  w h i c h  i s  p a r t  o f  t h e  L T S  c u r r i c u l u m  i n  t h e  s e c o n d
y e a r  o f  s t u d y ,  w a s  a t t e n d e d  t h i s  y e a r  b y  s i x  s t u d e n t s :  t h r e e
f r o m  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  t w o  f r o m  T a n z a n i a ,  a n d  o n e  f r o m  t h e
D e m o c r a t i c  R e p u b l i c  o f  t h e  C o n g o ,  w h o  i s  c u r r e n t l y  r e s i d i n g
i n  a  r e f u g e e  c a m p  i n  N a m i b i a .  T h e  c o u r s e  w a s  c o n d u c t e d  o v e r
s i x  ( t h r e e  t i m e s  t w o )  h o u r s  p e r  w e e k .  T w o  c l a s s  t e s t  w e r e
w r i t t e n ,  a n d  t w o  m o r e  e x t e n s i v e  w r i t t e n  a s s i g n m e n t s  w e r e
r e q u i r e d .  T h e  f i n a l  p a p e r  w a s  w r i t t e n  i n  J u n e .
F o r  t h e  c o u r s e ,  I  d r e w  u p  a  w o r k  p l a n  a n d  d e v e l o p e d  t h e
q u e s t i o n s  f o r  t h e  c l a s s  t e s t s ,  t h e  h o m e w o r k  a s s i g n m e n t s ,  a n d
t h e  f i n a l  e x a m .  T h e  s t u d e n t s ’  p a r t i c i p a t i o n  w a s  e n c o u r a g i n g ;
t h r e e  o f  t h e m  s h o w e d  p a r t i c u l a r  i n t e r e s t  a n d  c o m m i t m e n t .
A c c o r d i n g  t o  i n f o r m a t i o n  f r o m  t h e  r e g i s t r a r  a t  L T S ,  R e v .
M i n t e s i n o t  B i r r u  H a n f a t o ,  t h e  r e s u l t s  q u a l i f i e d  a l l
p a r t i c i p a n t s  t o  t a k e  t h e  f i n a l  e x a m .
M y  c o l l e g i a l  i n t e r a c t i o n s  w i t h  t h e  r e c t o r ,  t h e  r e g i s t r a r ,  t h e
o t h e r  f a c u l t y  m e m b e r s ,  a n d  t h e  s t a f f  w e r e  e x c e p t i o n a l l y
f r i e n d l y  a n d  p l e a s a n t .  I  p r e a c h e d  t w i c e  d u r i n g  t h e  d a i l y
s e m i n a r y  d e v o t i o n s  a t  L T S .

Re p o r t  P ro f.  D r  We r n e r K l ä n ,  
2 n d  Q u a t e r,  2 0 2 6



A t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  R e v .  M i n t e s i n o t  B i r r u  H a n f a t o ,  I  p r e a c h e d
o n  C a n t a t e  S u n d a y ,  M a y  3 r d ,  2 0 2 6 ,  a t  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l
L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  i n  D i e p k l o o f ,  J o h a n n e s b u r g ;  a n d  a t  t h e
r e q u e s t  o f  P a s t o r  M a r t i n  P a u l ,  I  l e d  t h e  s e r v i c e  o n  A s c e n s i o n
D a y ,  M a y  1 4 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  a t  t h e  E v a n g e l i c a l  L u t h e r a n  S t .  P a u l ’ s
C o n g r e g a t i o n  i n  P r e t o r i a .
A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  r e c t o r ,  I  a l s o  p r e p a r e d  a  g r o u p  o f
s t u d e n t s  f o r  a  d e b a t e  o n  t h e  t e x t  * L u m e n  G e n t i u m * ,
p a r a g r a p h  8  o f  t h e  S e c o n d  V a t i c a n  C o u n c i l  ( 1 9 6 3 – 1 9 6 5 ) ,  a s
p a r t  o f  a  s h o r t  i n t r o d u c t o r y  c o u r s e  i n  e c u m e n i c a l  t h e o l o g y .  I t
t o o k  p l a c e  a t  t h e  i n v i t a t i o n  o f  S t .  J o h n  V i a n n e y  S e m i n a r y  ( 1 7 9
M a i n  S t r e e t ,  W a t e r k l o o f ,  P r e t o r i a )  b y  t h e  A c a d e m i c  D e a n ,  R e v .
S b o n g i s e n i  J o s e p h  M s o m i ,  o n  F r i d a y ,  M a y  1 5 ,  2 0 2 6 ,  f r o m  2
p . m .  t o  5  p . m .  L T S  w a s  r e p r e s e n t e d  b y  t h e  r e c t o r ,  D r .  H e i n z
H i e s t e r m a n n ,  a n d  m y s e l f ;  R e v .  M i n t e s i n o t  B i r r u  A n f a t o ,  R e v .
F e r n a n d o  H u f ,  a n d  B i s h o p  E m e r i t u s  D r .  D i e t e r  R e i n s t o r f
a t t e n d e d  a s  g u e s t s .
T w o  L T S  s t u d e n t s ,  H a p p y  M a g a n g a  f r o m  M a l a w i  a n d  T h o m a s
S c h n a c k e n b e r g  f r o m  t h e  F r e e  E v a n g e l i c a l  L u t h e r a n  S y n o d  i n
S o u t h  A f r i c a  ( F E L S I S A ) ,  p r e s e n t e d  a  c r i t i q u e  o f  t h e  t e x t  o f
L u m e n  G e n t i u m  8  a n d  b r i e f  i n t r o d u c t o r y  r e m a r k s  o n  L u t h e r a n
e c c l e s i o l o g y ;  s e v e r a l  L T S  s t u d e n t s  c o n t r i b u t e d  t o  t h e  g e n e r a l
d i s c u s s i o n .  
I n  m y  c l o s i n g  r e m a r k s ,  I  e m p h a s i z e d  t h e  i m p o r t a n c e  o f
e c u m e n i c a l  e x c h a n g e ,  n o t  l e a s t  i n  l i g h t  o f  t h e  u p c o m i n g
5 0 0 t h  a n n i v e r s a r y  o f  t h e  A u g s b u r g  C o n f e s s i o n  i n  2 0 3 0 ,  a n d
s u g g e s t e d  c o n t i n u i n g  t h e  d i s c u s s i o n ,  p o s s i b l y  a t  L T S .  



A t  t h e  r e q u e s t  o f  t h e  b i s h o p  o f  F E L S I S A ,  P a s t o r  H e l m u t  P a u l
o f  D u r b a n ,  S o u t h  A f r i c a ,  I  p r e p a r e d  a  w o r k s h o p  o n  C h r i s t i a n
w i t n e s s  ( “ W i t n e s s ” )  f o r  t h e  F E L S I S A  P a s t o r s ’  C o n f e r e n c e .  T h e
w o r k s h o p  t o o k  p l a c e  f r o m  T u e s d a y ,  M a y  1 9 ,  t h r o u g h
W e d n e s d a y ,  M a y  2 0 .  A l l  F E L S I S A  p a s t o r s  p a r t i c i p a t e d ,  w i t h
t h e  e x c e p t i o n  o f  t w o  w h o  w e r e  u n a b l e  t o  a t t e n d  d u e  t o
i l l n e s s .  F o l l o w i n g  m y  o p e n i n g  p r e s e n t a t i o n ,  i n s i g h t s  f r o m
C h a d  L a k i e s ’  b o o k  * H o w  t h e  L i g h t  S h i n e s  T h r o u g h :  R e s i l i e n t
W i t n e s s  i n  D a r k  T i m e s *  ( S t .  L o u i s ,  M O :  C P H ,  2 0 2 4 )  w e r e
d i s c u s s e d  i n  t w o  s e t s  o f  f o u r  w o r k i n g  g r o u p s ,  a n d  a  l a r g e l y
s u c c e s s f u l  a t t e m p t  w a s  m a d e  t o  a p p l y  t h e s e  i n s i g h t s  t o  t h e
S o u t h  A f r i c a n  c o n t e x t .  I t  w a s  o n c e  a g a i n  a n  e n r i c h i n g  t i m e  f o r
m e  t o  s e r v e  a t  t h e  s e m i n a r y — w h i c h  i s  s u p p o r t e d ,  a m o n g
o t h e r s ,  b y  t h e  L u t h e r a n  C h u r c h  M i s s i o n — a n d  i n  o n e  o f  t h e
S E L K ’ s  s i s t e r  c h u r c h e s  i n  s o u t h e r n  A f r i c a .
L ü b e c k ,  G e r m a n y ,  2 0 2 6 - 0 7 - 0 7
P r o f .  e m .  D r .  W e r n e r  K l ä n  D . L i t t .

R i g h t :  P r o f .  D r .  K l ä n  a t  t h e  F E L S I S A  
P a s t o r s ’  C o n f e r e n c e
P h o t o :  P a s t o r  R ü d i g e r  G e v e r s

L e f t :  P r o f .  D r .
K l ä n  a t  t h e
t h e o l o g i c a l
d e b a t e  a t  S t .
J o h n  V i a n n e y
S e m i n a r y .



T o  a d o p t  a  s t u d e n t ,  v i s i t :  h t t p s : / / w w w . l t s . a c . z a / a d o p t - a - s t u d e n t /

Mission: “The LTS is a mission agency seeking to graduateMission: “The LTS is a mission agency seeking to graduateMission: “The LTS is a mission agency seeking to graduate
multipliers for the Lutheran Church in Africa.”multipliers for the Lutheran Church in Africa.”multipliers for the Lutheran Church in Africa.”

   Vision: “To provide quality confessional Lutheran formation.”Vision: “To provide quality confessional Lutheran formation.”Vision: “To provide quality confessional Lutheran formation.”

Mission: “The LTS is a mission agency seeking to graduate
multipliers for the Lutheran Church in Africa.”

 Vision: “To provide quality confessional Lutheran formation.”

I n  J a n u a r y ,  e v e r y o n e  a t  L T S  w a s  e x c i t e d  w h e n  c o n s t r u c t i o n  o f

t h e  n e w  b u i l d i n g  f i n a l l y  s t a r t e d  a f t e r  a  t w o - y e a r  s t r u g g l e  t o

g e t  p e r m i s s i o n  f r o m  t h e  c i t y  c o u n c i l .  U n f o r t u n a t e l y ,  a f t e r

o n l y  a  f e w  d a y s ,  c o n s t r u c t i o n  h a d  t o  s t o p  a g a i n  d u e  t o

b u i l d i n g  l i n e  i s s u e s ,  w h i c h  h a v e  n o t  y e t  b e e n  r e s o l v e d .  

I n  t h e  p h o t o  b e l o w ,  y o u  c a n  s e e  t h e  c u r r e n t  s t a t e  o f  t h e

c o n s t r u c t i o n  s i t e .  W e  t h a n k  o u r  b o a r d  m e m b e r ,  M r .  K u r t  P a u l ,

w h o ,  d e s p i t e  a l l  s e t b a c k s ,  i s  s t i l l  t r y i n g  t o  g e t  p e r m i s s i o n  t o

c o n t i n u e  t h e  b u i l d i n g  p r o j e c t .  P l e a s e  k e e p  t h i s  p r o j e c t  i n  y o u r

p r a y e r s ,  a s  w e  d e s p e r a t e l y  n e e d  m o r e  s p a c e .

U p d a t e :  B u i l d i n g  p ro j e c t


	NEWSLETTER
	ILC SEMINARIES CONFERENCE  HELD IN PRETORIA
	The International Lutheran Council’s (2026) World Seminaries Conference took place in Pretoria from June 22-25. The theme for the conference was: “Being Human, Being Christian: Theological Anthropology in Church and Seminary.” A total of 32 theological schools in 30 nations were represented at the conference, with more than 60 participants in total attending. The host seminary for this year’s event was our Lutheran Theological Seminary in Tshwane, and leaders of the ILC’s three member church bodies in South Africa—the Confessional Lutheran Synod in South Africa (CLCSA), the Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa (FELSISA), and the Lutheran Synod in South Africa (LCSA) all participated in the event.


	It was a privilege for our seminary to be involved in hosting this wonderful event. At the event, LTS adjunct lecturer Rev. Dr. Chris Weber (photo below) gave a paper on “Lutheran Anthropology and Sin in Societal Structures”. Rev. Dr. Tobias Schütze, parttime lecturer at LTS, served as chaplain.
	The conference also saw the announcement of the new ILC Seminaries Committee. Serving for the next three years are:
	Rev. Dr. Jun Hyun Kim (Asia)
	Dr. Cynthia Lumley (Europe)
	Rev. Dr. Sergio Schelske (Latin America)
	Rev. Kirk Radford (North America)
	Rev. Dr. Heinz Hiestermann (Africa)
	Members of the committee were installed during the conference’s closing service. More information about the semiaries conference can be found on this link:
	https://ilcouncil.org/2026/07/09/the-ilcs-2026-world-seminaries-conference-in-brief/
	Photos are taken from the ILC website.
	Report Prof. Dr Werner Klän,  2nd Quater, 2026
	At the invitation of Rev. Mintesinot Birru Hanfato, I preached on Cantate Sunday, May 3rd, 2026, at the Evangelical Lutheran Church in Diepkloof, Johannesburg; and at the request of Pastor Martin Paul, I led the service on Ascension Day, May 14, 2026, at the Evangelical Lutheran St. Paul’s Congregation in Pretoria. At the request of the rector, I also prepared a group of students for a debate on the text *Lumen Gentium*, paragraph 8 of the Second Vatican Council (1963–1965), as part of a short introductory course in ecumenical theology. It took place at the invitation of St. John Vianney Seminary (179 Main Street, Waterkloof, Pretoria) by the Academic Dean, Rev. Sbongiseni Joseph Msomi, on Friday, May 15, 2026, from 2 p.m. to 5 p.m. LTS was represented by the rector, Dr. Heinz Hiestermann, and myself; Rev. Mintesinot Birru Anfato, Rev. Fernando Huf, and Bishop Emeritus Dr. Dieter Reinstorf attended as guests. Two LTS students, Happy Maganga from Malawi and Thomas Schnackenberg from the Free Evangelical Lutheran Synod in South Africa (FELSISA), presented a critique of the text of Lumen Gentium 8 and brief introductory remarks on Lutheran ecclesiology; several LTS students contributed to the general discussion.  In my closing remarks, I emphasized the importance of ecumenical exchange, not least in light of the upcoming 500th anniversary of the Augsburg Confession in 2030, and suggested continuing the discussion, possibly at LTS.
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